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HOUSE BI LL 2169

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kessler, Lisk and Kenney; by request of WAshi ngton
State Patrol

Read first time 02/17/1999. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal Justice
& Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to unl awful harassnment; and addi ng a new chapter to
Title 7 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Elected official" neans a state or |ocal governnent official
who is elected to office.

(2) "Unlawful harassnment” neans knowing and wllful conduct
directed at an elected official that seriously alarnms, harasses, or is
detrinental to the official, or the official’s staff or famly, and
serves no legitimate or | awful purpose. The conduct shall be such as
woul d cause a reasonable person to suffer substantial enotional
distress or is of significant concern to law enforcenent
representatives in the elected official’s jurisdiction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. In determ ning whether the conduct serves
any legitimate or | awful purpose, the court should consider whether:

(1) The respondent’s conduct appears designed to al arm harass, or
threaten the el ected official, the official’s famly, or staff nenbers;
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(2) The respondent’s conduct has the purpose or effect of
unreasonably interfering with the official’s privacy or the purpose or
effect of creating an intimdating, hostile, or offensive living or
wor ki ng environnment for the elected official, the official’s famly, or
staff nmenbers; and

(3) Law enforcenent representatives in either the jurisdiction
where the conduct occurs or where the elected official is |ocated have
legitimate and factually based security concerns for the elected
official, the official’s famly, or staff menbers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A petition for an order for protection may
be brought in cases of unlawful harassnent of an elected official.

(1) A petition for an order for protection filed by the elected
official or a |law enforcenment representative with jurisdiction where
the official is |ocated or where the conduct occurs, shall allege the
exi stence of harassnent or threat and shall be acconpanied by an
affidavit made under oath by either the elected official or the el ected
official’s law enforcenent representative stating the specific facts
and circunstances fromwhich relief is sought.

(2) Filing fees are set in RCW 36.18. 020.

(3) Apersonis not required to post a bond to obtain relief in any
proceedi ng under this section.

(4) Proceedings under this chapter are governed by the provisions
set forth in RCW10.14. 070 through 10. 14. 190.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 7 RCW

~-- END ---
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