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H 1521.1

HOUSE BI LL 2130

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Milliken and Doum t

Read first tinme 02/16/1999. Referred to Conmttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to maintaining sufficient anounts of |and
desi gnated as suitabl e for urban devel opnent; and addi ng a new section
to chapter 36. 70A RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsectionis added to chapter 36. 70A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The |l egislature recogni zes that mai ntai ning a sufficient anount
of land designated as suitable for wurban developnent within the
conprehensive plans of counties and cities planning under RCW
36. 70A. 040 is essential if the purposes of this act are to be achi eved.
The |l egislature therefore finds that a reduction in the anount of such
land in a county, through the expansion of designated critical areas,
t he revi si on of devel opnent regul ati ons on exi sting designated critical
areas, or new regul ation of existing devel opable | ands under state or
federal environnental |aws, should be offset by the addition of other
| and suitable for urban devel opnent to a county’ s urban growth areas.
In other words, when adoption of new standards of environnental
protection for urban lands is necessary in the public interest, the
purposes of this act are best achieved if the total amount of |and
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avai l abl e for productive human activities wthin the designated urban
growt h areas of counties is not thereby di m nished.

(2) If, after January 1, 1998, a county or city planning under RCW
36. 70A. 040 either anends its conprehensive plan to redesignate as
critical areas land |l ocated within an urban growh area and previously
designated otherwise in its conprehensive plan | and use el enent under
RCW 36. 70A. 070(1) or anends its developnent regulations or other
standards to the effect of reducing the devel opnent potential of |and
within its urban growh area and designated for developnment in its
conpr ehensi ve pl an:

(a) That county or city shall determ ne the acreage and qualitative
reduction in land suitable for devel opnment within its urban growth area
and shall docket that anobunt as a deficiency to the planning director
of the county in which the land is | ocated,;

(b) Not later than Septenber 1, 2002, and at | east every five years
thereafter, each county, in consultation wwthits cities as required by
RCW 36. 70A. 110 and 36. 70A. 210, shall increase the total l|and area
withinits urban growth areas by the full docketed acreage deficiency,
with conparable qualitative | and characteristics, through anmendnent of
the county’s conprehensive plan; and

(c) The county within which the increased | and suitable for urban
devel opment is located shall review its conprehensive plan elenents
under RCW 36.70A.070 and its developnent regulations under RCW
36. 70A. 060 and shal |l adopt any anmendnents necessary to assure that the
conprehensi ve plan el ements and devel opnent regul ati ons are consi stent
with the changes required by (b) of this subsection.

(3) The revision required by this section nay be conbined with the
review requi red by RCW36. 70A. 130(3) or with the revi ew and eval uati on
requi red by RCW 36. 70A. 215.

(4) For purposes of this section, docketing refers to conpiling and
mai ntaining a detailed list of land deficiencies resulting fromthe
actions specified in subsection (2) of this section in a manner that
W Il ensure that such deficiencies will be presented for the required
periodic action by counties and will be available for review by the
public.

(5) For purposes of this section, qualitative | and characteristics
refers to the designated use of the land in deficiency, the genera
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1 location of that land within the county, its physical characteristics,
2 and the availability of urban governnental services for the |and.

~-- END ---
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