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HOUSE BI LL 2035

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Sullivan and Ericksen

Read first tinme 02/15/1999. Referred to Conmttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of county marine resource
comm ttees; adding a new section to chapter 36.01 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that many issues
relating to the marine environnment can and shoul d be addressed at the
county level. The legislature further finds that county governnments
could benefit from the establishnment of marine resource conmttees.
The commttees would be responsible for ensuring that 1issues of
i nportance relating to the marine environnment were solved in a public
manner, and with the input of interested parties. The | egislature
further finds that state governnental entities often can provide
techni cal expertise that would aid in solving marine issues of |ocal
i nportance. Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to enable
county governnments to adopt the marine resource commttee structure,
and t o encour age state governnent agencies to assi st in such processes.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 36.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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County governments may form marine resource conmttees for the
pur pose of addressing issues of concern relating to the |local marine
envi ronment . These issues may include but are not limted to:
Declines in fisheries, the operation of personal and other watercraft,
general increases in human activity on a devel opnent of the shoreline,
the inpact of both point and nonpoint pollution sources, and the
establishment of voluntary no-take fishing zones in conjunction with
the Washington fish and wildlife commssion. The committees may be
specifically authorized to provide advice to the county | egislative
authority.

A commttee that is forned under this section nay request the
i nvol venent and assi stance of state agencies. A state agency that
receives such a request should provide needed assistance, unless
specific reasons for not providing assistance exist. The assistance
may i ncl ude: Technical aid, identification of funding sources, and
expertise on state prograns relating to wildlife, habitat, pollution
sources, recreation, econom c devel opnent, aquatic | ands, or any ot her
rel ated subject.

A conmttee that adopts a voluntary no-take zone shall provide
specific details regarding the zone, including a map, to the fish and
wldlife comm ssion. This information shall be included in all
publ i shed i nformati onal materials relating to fishing seasons that are
regularly issued by the fish and wildlife conm ssion.

~-- END ---
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