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HOUSE BI LL 2003

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives O Brien, Delvin, Lovick and Ball asi otes

Read first time 02/12/1999. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Rel ating to evidence; adding a new section to chapter 46.63
RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the nationa
hi ghway and traffic safety admnistration has established m ninum
performance specifications for speed neasuring devices. The
i nternational association of chiefs of police, in cooperation with the
nati onal highway and traffic safety adm ni stration, has tested various
radar speed neasuring devices using the testing standards in the
m ni mum performance specifications. Radar devices that are designed
and constructed to provide accurate neasurenents of the speed of noving
vehi cl es when properly calibrated and operated are approved for use as
police traffic radar speed neasuring devices. The national hi ghway and
traffic safety admnistration publishes a consunmer products |ist of
t hose radar devices. The legislature finds that those devices are
sufficiently reliable when properly calibrated and operated that a
court may take judicial notice of their reliability.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46. 63 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In a hearing held to contest the determnation that a traffic
infraction has been commtted, the court may take judicial notice of
the reliability of the design, construction, and function of a radar
speed neasuring device if the device has been approved by the national
hi ghway and traffic safety adm nistration for use as a police traffic
radar speed neasuring device and is contained in the national highway
and traffic safety adm ni stration’s published consuner products |ist of
approved radar devices.

This section does not abrogate the rules of evidence that govern
ot her foundational requirenents to admt radar test results such as the
proper calibration and operation of the particular radar device.

~-- END ---
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