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HOUSE BI LL 1999

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ednonds, Cody, Pennington, Cooper, Conway, Kenney,
Esser, Kagi, Lovick, Veloria and Rockefeller

Read first tine 02/12/1999. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to snoking cessation; adding a new section to
chapter 74.09 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. (1) Tobacco use is the |eading cause of
di sease and premature death in every population group in the United

St ates and t ends to af f ect t he | ow i ncone popul ati on
di sproportionately. People with | ow incone have hi gher snoking rates
and are less |likely to stop their snoking habit. It has been estinated

that the state currently spends approximately two hundred thirty
mllion dollars each year through its nedical assistance prograns to
pay for nedical and long-term care services for people with health
conditions associated wth tobacco use.

(2) Snoking cessation prograns have been found to be effective when
they are targeted to specific groups. Effective prevention and control
prograns that stress appropriate and direct intervention strategies
need to be inplenented to reduce the devastating health effects of
t obacco use anong | owincone people and to sinultaneously reduce the
medi cal assi stance expenditures for the treatnent of the health effects
of tobacco.
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NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall develop and inplenment a snoking cessation
programfor nedi cal assistance clients with paynents received fromthe
master settlenent agreenent entered into by the state of Wshington
with | eading United States tobacco product manufacturers. The snoking
cessation program shall include but is not I|imted to using
intervention strategies using federal food and drug adm nistration
approved cessati on pharnaceutical products and therapies. The program
shall begin offering services by July 1, 2001. The departnment may
establish an advisory group of technical experts and citizens to
provi de advice related to the design and i npl enentati on of the snoking
cessation program

~-- END ---
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