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HOUSE BI LL 1938

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Carrell, Cenents, Boldt, Talcott, Lanbert,
Campbel |, Pflug and Del vin

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to truancy provi sions; and anmendi ng RCW28A. 225. 020
and 28A. 225. 035.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.225.020 and 1996 ¢ 134 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If a child required to attend school under RCW 28A. 225.010
fails to attend school without valid justification, the public school
in which the child is enrolled shall:

(a) Informthe child s custodial parent, parents, or guardian by a
notice in witing or by tel ephone whenever the child has failed to
attend school after one unexcused absence within any nonth during the
current school year. School officials shall informthe parent of the
potenti al consequences of additional unexcused absences;

(b) Schedul e a conference or conferences with the custodi al parent,
parents, or guardian and child at a tinme reasonably convenient for al
persons i ncluded for the purpose of anal yzing the causes of the child' s
absences after two unexcused absences within any nonth during the
current school vyear. If a regularly scheduled parent-teacher
conference day is to take place within thirty days of the second
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unexcused absence, then the school district may schedule this
conference on that day; and

(c) Take steps to elimnate or reduce the child s absences. These
steps shall include, where appropriate, adjusting the child s school
program or school or course assignnent, providing nore individualized
or renedial instruction, providing appropriate vocational courses or
wor k experience, referring the child to a conmmunity truancy board
requiring the child to attend an alternative school or program or
assisting the parent or child to obtain supplenentary services that
m ght elimnate or aneliorate the cause or causes for the absence from

school . If the child's parent does not attend the scheduled
conference, the conference may be conducted with the student and school
of ficial. However, the parent shall be notified of the steps to be

taken to elimnate or reduce the child s absence.

(2) For purposes of this chapter, an "unexcused absence" neans t hat
a child:

(a) Has failed to attend the majority of hours or periods in an
average school day or has failed to conply with a nore restrictive
school district policy; and

(b) Has failed to neet the school district’'s policy for excused
absences.

(3) If achild transfers fromone school district to another, the
recei ving school or school district shall honor the attendance record
i ncl udi ng the unexcused absences accunul ated at the previous school or
fromthe previous school district.

Sec. 2. RCW28A 225.035 and 1997 ¢ 68 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A petition for a civil action under RCW 28A. 225.030 shall
consist of a witten notification to the court alleging that:

(a) The child has unexcused absences during the current school
year;

(b) Actions taken by the school district have not been successful
in substantially reducing the child s absences from school; and

(c) Court intervention and supervision are necessary to assist the
school district or parent to reduce the child s absences from school.

(2) The petition shall set forth the nane, age, school, and
residence of the child and the nanmes and residence of the child s
parents.
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(3) The petition shall set forth facts that support the all egations
inthis section and shall generally request relief avail abl e under this
chapter and provide infornmation about what the court m ght order under
RCW 28A. 225. 090.

(4) When a petition is filed under RCW 28A. 225. 030, the juvenile
court shall schedule a hearing at which the court shall consider the
petition. However, a hearing shall not be required if other actions by
the court would substantially reduce the child s unexcused absences.
When a hearing is held, the court shall:

(a) Separately notify the child, the parent of the child, and the
school district of the hearing;

(b) Notify the parent and the child of their rights to present
evi dence at the hearing; and

(c) Notify the parent and the child of the options and rights
avai | abl e under chapter 13. 32A RCW

(5) The court may require the attendance of both the child and the
parents at any hearing on a petition filed under RCW 28A. 225. 030.

(6) The court may permt the first hearing to be held wthout
requiring that either party be represented by | egal counsel, and to be
held without a guardian ad litemfor the child under RCW4. 08. 050. At
the request of the school district, the court may permt a school
district representative who i s not an attorney to represent the school
district at any future hearings.

(7) If the allegations in the petition are established by a
pr eponder ance of the evidence, the court shall grant the petition and
enter an order assumng jurisdiction to intervene for the period of
time determned by the court, after considering the facts alleged in

the petition and the circunstances of the juvenile, to nost likely
cause the juvenile to return to and remain in school while the juvenile
is subject to this chapter. 1n no case may the order expire before the

end of the school year in which it is entered.

(8) If the court assunes jurisdiction, the school district shal
regularly report to the court any additional unexcused absences by the
chi |l d.

(9) Community truancy boards and the courts shall coordinate, to
t he extent possi bl e, proceedi ngs and actions pertaining to children who
are subject to truancy petitions and at-risk youth petitions in RCW
13.32A. 191 or child in need of services petitions in RCW 13. 32A. 140.
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(10) If after a juvenile court assumes jurisdiction in one county
the child relocates to another county, the juvenile court in the
receiving county shall, upon the request of a school district or
parent, assune jurisdiction of the petition filed in the previous
county.

--- END ---
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