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HOUSE BI LL 1917

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Benson and Barl ean

Read first tinme 02/10/1999. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to definitions affecting ganbling; and anendi ng RCW
9.46. 0265 and 9. 46. 0282.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWZ9.46.0265 and 1997 ¢ 118 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

"Player," as wused in this chapter, neans a natural person who
engages, on equal ternms with the other participants, and solely as a
contestant or bettor, in any formof ganbling in which no person may
receive or becone entitled to receive any profit therefrom other than
personal ganbling w nnings, and wthout otherwise rendering any
mat eri al assistance to the establishnment, conduct or operation of a
particul ar ganbling activity. A natural person who ganbles at a soci al
gane of chance on equal ternms with the other participants shall not be
considered as rendering material assistance to the establishnent,
conduct or operation of the social gane nerely by perform ng, wthout
fee or remuneration, acts directed toward the arrangenent or
facilitation of the ganme, such as inviting persons to play, permtting
t he use of prem ses for the ganme, or supplying cards or other equi pnent
to be used in the ganes. A person who engages in "bookmaking" as
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defined in this chapter is not a "player." A person who pays a fee or
"vigorish" enabling himor her to place a wager with a bookmaker, or
pays a fee ((ether—than—as—autherizedbythis—ehapter)) to participate
in a card gane, contest of chance, lottery, or ganbling activity, is
not a pl ayer.

Sec. 2. RCW9.46.0282 and 1997 ¢ 118 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:
"Social card gane," as used in this chapter, neans a card gane

estabH-shrent)) including but not limted to the ganme comonly known as

"Mah-Jongg," which constitutes ganbling and contains each of the
follow ng characteristics:

(1) There are two or nore participants and each of them are
pl ayers. The nunber of card tables shall be set by the comm ssion but
shall not exceed a total of fifteen separate tables per establishnent;

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, a
pl ayer’s success at w nning noney or other thing of value by overcom ng

chance is in the long run largely determned by the skill of the
pl ayer ;

(3) A cardroom may serve as the custodian of a player-supported
progressive prize contest, in any card gane authorized by the

comm Ssi on;

(4) No organization or corporation, or person other than one
licensed by the conm ssion to operate a cardroom collects or obtains
any noney or thing of value from or charges or inposes any fee upon,
any person which either enables himor her to play or results in or
fromhis or her playing;
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(5) The type of card gane is one specifically approved by the
conm ssion pursuant to RCW9.46.070; and

(6) The extent of wagers, npney, or other thing of value which nay
be wagered or contributed by any player does not exceed the anopunt or
val ue specified by the conm ssion pursuant to RCW9. 46. 070.

- END ---
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