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HOUSE BI LL 1877

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cenents, Conway, Radcliff, Scott, Mtchell, Wod
and Ericksen

Read first tinme 02/09/1999. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to electronic bingo; anmendi ng RCW 9. 46. 0205; and
addi ng a new section to chapter 9.46 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 9.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"El ectroni c bingo" neans an instate networked bingo gane utilized
by licensed charitable and nonprofit organi zations that conduct and
have conducted traditional, nonelectronic "bingo" for a period of at
| east twel ve consecutive nonths prior to utilizing electronic bingo,
and in which a mnimumof two players participating in licensed bingo
| ocati ons conpete against players in the sane or other |icensed bingo
| ocations for prizes awarded on the basis of achieving a bingo. A
bi ngo i s achi eved by mat chi ng and daubi ng desi gnat ed nunbers or synbol s
on electronic or conputer generated bingo cards to corresponding
nunbers or synbols that have been selected at random from either a
manual bingo ball blower or an approved el ectronic nunber generator.
In adopting rules for this activity, the commssion shall not limt
electronic bingo to <current bingo technology, but shall allow
charitabl e and nonprofit organi zations to use el ectronic, conputer, or
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ot her nodern technol ogical aids to increase player participation and
enhance profitability for those organi zations utilizing this activity.
El ectroni c bingo shall not include the use of stand-al one or networked
pl ayer term nals or other electronic devices that allow for individual
pl ay against such termnals or devices. Such term nals or devices
shall be deened to be unauthorized ganbling devices subject to the
penalties set forth under RCW9. 46.231. El ectronic bingo shall not be
utilized by any charitable, nonprofit organization that does not
conduct traditional, nonel ectronic bingo.

Sec. 2. RCWD9.46.0205 and 1987 ¢ 4 s 3 are each anended to read as
foll ows:

"Bingo," as used in this chapter, includes "electronic bingo," as
defined in this chapter, and neans a gane conducted only in the county
wi thin which the organization is principally located in which prizes
are awarded on the basis of designated nunbers or synbols on a card
conform ng to nunbers or synbols selected at random and in which no
cards are sold except at the tinme and place of said gane, when said
gane i s conducted by a bona fide charitable or nonprofit organization
whi ch does not conduct or allowits prem ses to be used for conducting
bi ngo, except for electronic bingo, on nore than three occasions per
week and whi ch does not conduct bingo in any | ocation which is used for
conducting bingo on nore than three occasions per week, or if an
agricultural fair authorized under chapters 15.76 and 36. 37 RCW which
does not conduct bingo on nore than twelve consecutive days in any
cal endar year, and except in the case of any agricultural fair as
aut hori zed wunder chapters 15.76 and 36.37 RCW and except for

el ectronic bingo, no person other than a bona fide nenber or an
enpl oyee of said organization takes any part in the managenent or
operation of said gane, and no person who takes any part in the
managenent or operation of said gane takes any part in the nmanagenent
or operation of any gane conducted by any other organization or any
other branch of the sane organization, unless approved by the
comm ssion, and no part of the proceeds thereof inure to the benefit of
any person other than the organi zation conducting said gane. For the
purposes of this section, the organization shall be deened to be
principally located in the county within which it has its primry
busi ness office. If the organization has no business office, the
organi zation shall be deened to be located in the county of principa
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