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HOUSE BI LL 1816

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Bush, Cairnes, Lantz, Constantine, Schoesler,
Mcintire, MDonald, denents, Sullivan, Melke, Kastama, Koster,

Regal a, Skinner, Dunshee, Schindler, Doumt, Carrell, Ednonds and
Kenney
Read first tinme 02/08/1999. Referred to Committee on Financial

I nstitutions & | nsurance.

AN ACT Relating to property disputes involving pawnbrokers or
second- hand deal ers; anendi ng RCW 19. 60. 045; adding a new section to
chapter 19.60 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 1. This act may be known and cited as the
stol en property recovery act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 19.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Following a claimthat property in a pawnbroker’s or second-
hand deal er’ s possession is stolen, nmade by a person claimng to be the
rightful owner of the property, the pawnbroker or second-hand deal er
shall hold the property intact and safe from alteration, damage, or

commi ngl i ng. The pawnbroker or second-hand dealer shall place an
identifying tag or other suitable identification upon the property so
hel d. Unl ess the pawnbroker or second-hand dealer is holding the

property pursuant to RCW 19.60.045, the pawnbroker or second-hand
deal er shall not release the property for sixty days fromthe date of
the claimof ownership unless the person making the claimconsents to
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the release in witing. | f the pawnbroker or second-hand dealer is
hol ding the property pursuant to RCW 19.60.045, the pawnbroker or
second- hand deal er shall not release the property for sixty days from
the term nation of the hold period required by RCW19. 60. 045 unl ess the
person making the claimconsents to the release in witing.

(2) Wthin ten days fromthe date of the claimof ownership, the
pawnbr oker or second-hand deal er shall either:

(a) Pronmptly return the property to the person making the clai mof
owner shi p; or

(b) Notify the person nmaking the claimof ownership in witing of
t he pawnbroker’ s or second-hand dealer’s intent to retain possessi on of
the property. This notice nust contain a clear declaration of the
pawnbr oker’ s or second-hand dealer’s intent to retain possession of the
property; the nanme, address, and tel ephone nunber of the pawnbroker or
second- hand dealer; a detailed description of the property; the date
that the hold period established in subsection (1) of this section wll
end; and the following information in no smaller than ten-point type:

YOU MAY BRI NG AN ACTI ON UNDER RCW 19. 60. 062 TO GAI N POSSESSI ON OF
TH' 'S PROPERTY. THE PREVAI LI NG PARTY I N SUCH AN ACTI ON IS ENTI TLED
TO REASONABLE ATTORNEYS' FEES AND COSTS.  YOU MAY ONLY BRI NG THI S
ACTION AS LONG AS THE PROPERTY REMAINS |IN OQUR POSSESSI ON. THE
PROPERTY | S CURRENTLY ON HOLD AND WLL REMAIN I N OUR PCSSESSI ON
UNTIL THE DATE LISTED ABOVE. HOWNEVER, AFTER THAT DATE, THE
PROPERTY MAY BE RELEASED.

| f the ending date for the hold period established in subsection (1) of
this section changes subsequent to the notice required by this
subsection, the pawnbroker or second-hand deal er nust pronptly inform
t he person making the claimof ownership of the change in witing.

Sec. 3. RCW19.60.045 and 1991 ¢ 323 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

Foll owi ng notification froma | aw enforcenment agency that an item
of property has been reported as stol en, the pawnbroker or second-hand
dealer shall hold that property intact and safe from alteration,
damage, or conm ngli ng. The pawnbroker or second-hand deal er shal
place an identifying tag or other suitable identification upon the
property so held. Subject to section 2 of this act, property held
shall not be released for one hundred twenty days from the date of
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police notification unless released by witten consent of the
appl i cabl e | aw enforcenent agency or by order of a court of conpetent
jurisdiction. 1In cases where the applicable | aw enforcenent agency has
pl aced a verbal hold on an item that agency nust then give witten
notice wthin ten business days. If such witten notice is not
received within that period of tine, then the hold order will cease.
The pawnbr oker or second-hand deal er shall give a twenty-day witten
notice before the expiration of the one hundred twenty-day hol ding
period to the applicable |aw enforcenent agency about the stolen
property. If notice is not given within twenty days, then the hold on
the property shall continue for an additional one hundred twenty days.
The applicabl e | aw enf orcenent agency may renew t he hol ding period for
addi tional one hundred twenty-day periods as necessary. After the
recei pt of notification froma pawnbroker or second-hand dealer, if an
additional holding period is required, the applicable | aw enforcenent
agency shall give the pawnbroker or second-hand dealer witten notice,
prior to the expiration of the existing hold order. A |aw enforcenent
agency shall not place on hold any item of personal property unless
t hat agency reasonably suspects that the item of personal property is
a lost or stolen item Any hold that is placed on an itemwll be
renoved as soon as practicable after the itemon hold is determ ned not
to be stolen or I|ost.

~-- END ---
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