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HOUSE BI LL 1746

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Lanbert and Ronero

Read first time 02/04/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to the election of nunicipal judges; and anmendi ng
RCW 3. 50. 040, 35.18.060, and 35A. 13.080.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW3.50.040 and 1984 c 258 s 106 are each anended to read
as follows:

Wthin thirty days after the effective date of the ordinance
creating the nunicipal court, the mayor of each city or town shall
appoi nt a nunici pal judge or judges of the nunicipal court for a term
of four years. The terns of judges serving on July 1, 1984, and
muni ci pal judges who are appointed to ternms conmmenci ng before January
1, 1986, shall expire January 1, 1986. The ternms of their successors
shal | comrence on January 1, 1986, and on January 1 of each fourth year
thereafter, pursuant to appointnent or election as provided in this
chapter. Appointnents shall be made on or before Decenber 1 of the
year next preceding the year in which the terns commence.

Muni ci pal judges or judges of the municipal court appointed after
the effective date of this act shall act as nunicipal judges until the
next general election. Upon election, a nunicipal judge shall serve a
termof four years. An appointed nunicipal judge may be renoved only
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on _conviction of nalfeasance or msconduct in office, or because of
physi cal or nental disability rendering himincapable of performng the
duties of his office.

The legislative authority of a city or town that has the general
power of confirmation over mayoral appoi ntnents shall have the power to
confirmthe appoi ntnent of a municipal judge.

A person appointed as a full-tinme or part-tinme mnunicipal judge
shall be a citizen of the United States of America and of the state of
Washi ngton; and an attorney admtted to practice | aw before the courts
of record of the state of Washington: PROVIDED, That in a nmunicipality
having a popul ation less than five thousand persons, a person other

than an attorney may be the | udge. Any city or town shall have
authority to appoint a district judge as its nunicipal judge when the
muni ci pal judge is not required to serve full time. 1In the event of

t he appointnment of a district judge, the city or town shall pay a pro
rata share of the salary.

Sec. 2. RCW35.18.060 and 1987 ¢ 3 s 5 are each anended to read as
fol |l ows:

The powers and duties of the city manager shall be:

(1) To have general supervision over the admnistrative affairs of
the nmunicipality;

(2) To appoint and renove at any tine all departnent heads,
officers, and enployees of the city or town, except nenbers of the
council, and subject to the provisions of any applicable law, rule, or
regulation relating to civil service: PROVIDED, That the council may
provide for the appointnment by the mayor, subject to confirmation by

the council, of the city planning conm ssion, and other advisory
citizens’ commttees, conm ssions and boards advisory to the city
counci | :  PROVI DED FURTHER, That the city manager shall appoint ((the))

a qualified person to act as nunicipal judge ((te—a—term—of—four
years)) until the next general election, subject to confirnmation by the
council. ((Fhe)) Upon election, a municipal judge shall serve a term
of four years. An appointed nunicipal judge may be renoved only on
conviction of nalfeasance or msconduct in office, or because of
physi cal or nental disability rendering himincapable of performng the
duties of his office. The council may cause an audit to be nade of any
departnment or office of the city or town governnment and nmay sel ect the
persons to make it, w thout the advice or consent of the city manager;
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(3) To attend all neetings of the council at which his attendance
may be required by that body;

(4) To see that all laws and ordinances are faithfully executed,
subject to the authority which the council may grant the mayor to
mai ntain | aw and order in tinmes of energency;

(5) To recomrend for adoption by the council such neasures as he
may deem necessary or expedient;

(6) To prepare and submt to the council such reports as my be
requi red by that body or as he may deemit advisable to submt;

(7) To keep the council fully advised of the financial condition of
the city or town and its future needs;

(8) To prepare and submt to the council a tentative budget for the
fiscal year

(9) To perform such other duties as the council may determ ne by
ordi nance or resol ution.

Sec. 3. RCW35A 13.080 and 1987 ¢ 3 s 17 are each anended to read
as follows:

The powers and duties of the city manager shall be:

(1) To have general supervision over the admnistrative affairs of
the code city;

(2) To appoint and renove at any tine all departnent heads,
officers, and enployees of the code city, except nenbers of the
council, and subject to the provisions of any applicable law, rule, or
regulation relating to civil service: PROVIDED, That the council may
provide for the appointnment by the mayor, subject to confirmation by

the council, of a city planning comm ssion, and other advisory
citizens’ commttees, conmm ssions, and boards advisory to the city
counci | : PROVI DED FURTHER, That if the nunicipal judge of the code

city is appointed, such appointnment shall be nade by the city manager

subject to confirmation by the council, ((fer—afeur—year—tern)) until

the next general el ection. Upon el ection, a nunicipal judge shall

serve a term of four years. An appoi nted nunicipal judge my be

renoved only on conviction of mal feasance or misconduct in office, or

because of physical or nmnental disability rendering himincapabl e of

performng the duties of his office. The council may cause an audit to

be made of any departnent or office of the code city government and may
select the persons to nmake it, w thout the advice or consent of the
city manager
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(3) To attend all neetings of the council at which his attendance
may be required by that body;

(4) To see that all laws and ordinances are faithfully executed,
subject to the authority which the council may grant the mayor to
mai ntain | aw and order in tinmes of energency;

(5) To recomrend for adoption by the council such neasures as he
may deem necessary or expedient;

(6) To prepare and submt to the council such reports as my be
requi red by that body or as he may deemit advisable to submt;

(7) To keep the council fully advised of the financial condition of
the code city and its future needs;

(8) To prepare and submt to the council a proposed budget for the
fiscal year, as required by chapter 35A 33 RCW and to be responsible
for its adm nistration upon adoption;

(9) To perform such other duties as the council may determ ne by
ordi nance or resol ution.

~-- END ---
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