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HOUSE BI LL 1730

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kenney, Skinner, Lantz, Quall, Linville, Reardon,
Gonmbosky, Carlson, Haigh, Edwards, O Brien, Anderson, Kagi, Wod,
Ednonds, Mlintire, Stensen, Kastama, MIloscia, Sullivan, Tokuda,
Vel oria, Dickerson, Santos, Hurst, Conway, Rockefeller, Doumt, Dunn
and Schual - Ber ke

Read first tine 02/03/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to teacher supply and demand; and creating new
secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that reliable data is
needed to assist in forecasting future instructional staff for
ki ndergarten through twelfth grade. A dependabl e forecast requires
accurate and reliable information on the nunber of teachers entering
and | eaving the teaching profession. Al so, the nunmber of students
entering and leaving the public kindergarten through twelfth grade
systemw || inpact the need for qualified teachers.

Recent studies show conflicting patterns regardi ng teacher supply
and demand. The data is inconclusive on whether Washington faces a
shortage of teachers. Enmpirical information seens to indicate that
many of this country’s nost prom sing and tal ented young peopl e are not
choosing teaching as a career. | f teacher shortages exist in the
future, we nust determne how we will achieve the |level of teachers
necessary for the next decade. The state of Washi ngton nust prepare to
use creative and innovative neans to attract and keep individuals in
t he teachi ng profession.
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Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to finance a study
on teacher supply and demand, which will be used to determ ne the
future need for teachers and nethods to attract new teachers to the
pr of essi on.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The office of financial mnmanagenent, in
consultation with the office of the superintendent of public
i nstruction and teacher training prograns at Washi ngton i nstitutions of
hi gher education shall conduct a study on the need for teachers in the
ki ndergarten through twelfth grade system in WAshington state. The
study shall include an evaluation of teacher supply and demand in
Washi ngton over the next ten years and make recommendations for
addr essi ng teacher supply needs that are identified in the study. The
results of the study shall be submtted to the | egislature by Novenber
1, 2000.

~-- END ---
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