a b W N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

H 1278.1

HOUSE BI LL 1692

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kagi, Tokuda, Boldt, Ednonds, D ckerson, Talcott,
Kast ama, Lovi ck, Wod, Kenney, Schual - Ber ke, Ei ckneyer, QOgden, Santos,
Mtchell, Bush and Stensen

Read first tinme 03/01/1999.

AN ACT Relating to investigations involving children as w tnesses
and victinms; anmendi ng RCW 74. 14B. 010; addi ng a new section to chapter
43.101 RCW adding a new section to chapter 26.44 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 43.20A RCW creating a new section; and naking
appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The state of Washington affirns the
inportance of ensuring that «crimes involving child abuse are
i nvestigated thoroughly and objectively. Children who have been
victinms of crine deserve to have those who commtted the crines agai nst
t hem brought to justice. Those who may have been accused shoul d expect
that investigative agencies will make every effort to conduct thorough
and inpartial investigations.

The best approach to investigations of child abuse crinmes invol ves
a coordinated effort by investigative agencies that mnimzes
repetitive investigative interviews and inproves the quality of the
i nvestigations. Specialized training for child interviewers should be
avai |l abl e throughout the state of Washi ngton.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.101 RCW
to read as foll ows:

| nvestigative interviewers shall receive introductory and ongoi ng
specialized training in interviewng children. Specialized training
shal | be prioritized for persons primarily responsible for
investigating child abuse. Such training shall include information
about devel opnental considerations in |anguage and conmunication
abilities, the nature and consequences of victim zation that may affect
Wi llingness and ability to report crime, nenory and suggestibility,
met hods and techni ques for eliciting accurate and conpl ete i nformati on,
and nethods and techniques for preserving interviews. Tr ai ni ng
partici pants shall have the opportunity to practice interview skills
and receive feedback frominstructors. The conmm ssion, the departnent
of social and health services, and the Wshington association of
prosecuting attorneys shall design and inplenent state-w de training
that contains consistent elenents for persons engaged in the
interview ng of children, including | aw enforcenent, prosecution, and
child protective services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 26.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent and the crimnal justice training conm ssion
shall develop witten protocols for establishing nultidisciplinary
i nvestigations. The protocols shall include interview ng techniques
and procedures for recording interviews.

(2) Each agency involved in investigating child abuse shall
docunent its role in handling cases and how it will coordinate with
other |ocal agencies or systens. The departnent and local |[|aw
enforcenent agencies may include other agencies and systens that are
involved wth child abuse wvictinse in the nmultidisciplinary
coor di nati on.

Sec. 4. RCW74.14B. 010 and 1987 ¢ 503 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Caseworkers enployed in children services shall neet m ninmum
st andards established by the departnent of social and health services.
Conpr ehensive training for caseworkers shall be conpl eted before such
caseworkers are assigned to case-carrying responsibilities wthout
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di rect supervision. Intermttent, part-tinme, and standby workers shall
be subject to the sane m ni num standards and trai ning.

(2) Caseworkers who investigate child abuse shall receive
i ntroductory and ongoi ng specialized trainingininterview ng children.
Such trai ni ng shal | i ncl ude i nf ormati on about devel opnent al

consi derations in | anguage and communi cation abilities, the nature and

consequences of victimzation that may affect willingness and ability

to report crine, menory and suqggestibility, nmethods and techni ques for

eliciting accurate and conpl ete i nformati on, and net hods and t echni ques

for preserving interviews. Training participants shall have the

opportunity to practice interview skills and receive feedback from

instructors. The departnent, the crimnal justice trai ni ng conm SSi on,

and the WAshi ngton association of prosecuting attorneys shall design

and i npl enent state-wi de trai ning that contai ns consi stent el enents for

persons engaged in the interviewwing of <children, including |aw

enforcenent, prosecution, and child protective services.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. A newsectionis added to chapter 43. 20A RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment shall establish three pilot projects involving child
abuse and negl ect investigations. The projects shall use different
met hods and techni ques to conduct and preserve interviews with all eged
child victins of abuse and negl ect.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2000, from the general fund to the crimnal justice
trai ning comm ssion for the purposes of this act.

(2) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001,
fromthe general fund to the crimnal justice training comm ssion for
t he purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2000, fromthe general fund to the departnent of soci al
and health services for the purposes of this act.

(2) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001,
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1 fromthe general fund to the departnent of social and health services
2 for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---

HB 1692 p. 4



