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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1692

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Children & Fam |y Services (originally sponsored
by Representatives Kagi, Tokuda, Boldt, Ednonds, D ckerson, Talcott,
Kast ama, Lovi ck, Wod, Kenney, Schual - Berke, Ei ckneyer, Ogden, Santos,
Mtchell, Bush and Stensen)

Read first tine 02/ 25/1999. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to investigations involving children as w tnesses
and victins; amending RCW 74.14B. 010 and 26.44.035; adding a new
section to chapter 43.101 RCW adding a new section to chapter 26.44
RCW adding a new section to chapter 43.20A RCW <creating a new
section; and maeki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The state of Washington affirns the
inportance of ensuring that «crimes involving child abuse are
i nvestigated thoroughly and objectively. Children who have been
victinms of crine deserve to have those who commtted the crines agai nst
t hem brought to justice. Those who may have been accused shoul d expect
that investigative agencies will make every effort to conduct thorough
and inpartial investigations.

The best approach to investigations of child abuse crinmes invol ves
a coordinated effort by investigative agencies that mnimzes
repetitive investigative interviews and inproves the quality of the
i nvestigations. Specialized training for child interviewers should be
avai |l abl e throughout the state of Washi ngton.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 43.101 RCW
to read as foll ows:

| nvestigative interviewers shall receive introductory and ongoi ng
specialized training in interviewng children. Specialized training
shal | be prioritized for persons primarily responsible for
investigating child sexual abuse. Such training shall include
informati on about devel opnental considerations in |anguage and
communi cation abilities, the nature and consequences of victimzation
that may affect willingness and ability to report crinme, nmenory and
suggestibility, nmethods and techniques for eliciting accurate and
conplete information, and nethods and techniques for preserving
i ntervi ews. Training participants shall have the opportunity to
practice interview skills and receive feedback frominstructors. The
comm ssion, the departnent of social and health services, the
Washi ngton association of sheriffs and police chiefs, and the
Washi ngton association of prosecuting attorneys shall design and
i npl enent state-wide training that contains consistent elenents for
persons engaged in the interviewwng of «children, including |aw
enforcenent, prosecution, and child protective services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 26.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington institute for public policy shall convene a
group i ncluding representatives of the departnent, the crimnal justice
trai ni ng comm ssi on, and prosecuting attorneys to devel op nodel witten
protocols for establishing nultidisciplinary investigations. The
protocols shall include interviewng techniques and procedures for
recording interviews and shall be adhered to by the departnent and | aw
enf or cenent agenci es.

(2) Each agency involved in investigating child abuse shall

docunent its role in handling cases and how it will coordinate with
ot her | ocal agencies or systens and shall adopt a | ocal protocol based
on the state standard. The departnment and |ocal |aw enforcenent

agenci es may i nclude ot her agencies and systens that are involved with
child abuse victinms in the nultidisciplinary coordination.

(3) Each county shall develop a witten protocol for handling
crimnal child abuse investigations. The protocol shall address the
coordination of child abuse investigations between the prosecutor’s
office, lawenforcenent, the departnent, | ocal advocacy groups, and any
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other local agency involved in the crimnal investigation of child
abuse. The protocol shall be devel oped by the prosecuting attorney
wi th the assistance of the agencies referenced in this subsection.

(4) Local protocols under this section shall be adopted and in
pl ace by July 1, 2000.

Sec. 4. RCW74.14B. 010 and 1987 ¢ 503 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Caseworkers enployed in children services shall neet m nimum
st andards established by the departnent of social and health services.
Conprehensive training for caseworkers shall be conpl eted before such
caseworkers are assigned to case-carrying responsibilities wthout
di rect supervision. Intermttent, part-tinme, and standby workers shall
be subject to the sane m ni num standards and trai ning.

(2) Caseworkers who investigate child abuse shall receive
i ntroductory and ongoi ng specialized trainingininterview ng children.
Specialized training shall be prioritized for persons primarily

responsible for investigating child sexual abuse. Such training shal
include information about devel opnental considerations in | anguage and
comuni cation abilities, the nature and consequences of victim zation
that may affect willingness and ability to report crinme, nenory and
suggestibility, nethods and techniques for eliciting accurate and
conplete information, and nethods and techniques for preserving
interviews. Training participants shall have the opportunity to
practice interview skills and receive feedback frominstructors. The
departnent, the crimnal justice training conmm ssion, the Washington
association of sheriffs and police chiefs, and the WAshington
associ ation of prosecuting attorneys shall design and inpl enent state-
wide training that contains consistent elenents for persons engaged in
the interviewing of children, including |aw enforcenent, prosecution,
and child protective services.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. A newsectionis added to chapter 43. 20A RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall establish up to three pilot projects involving
child abuse and neglect investigations. The projects shall follow
witten protocols and use different nmethods and techni ques to conduct
and preserve interviews with alleged child victins of abuse and
negl ect. The department shall provide the appropriate conmttees of
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the senate and house of representatives an interimreport by Decenber
15, 1999, and a final report by Decenber 15, 2000.

Sec. 6. RCW26.44.035 and 1997 ¢ 386 s 26 are each anended to read
as follows:

If the departnent or a |aw enforcenent agency responds to a
conplaint of alleged child abuse or negl ect and di scovers that anot her
agency has al so responded to the conpl ai nt, the agency shall notify the
ot her agency of their presence, and the agencies shall coordinate the
i nvestigation and keep each other apprised of progress.

The departnent, each Ilaw enforcenent agency, each county
prosecuting attorney, each city attorney, and each court shall make as
soon as practicable a witten record and shall naintain records of all
i nci dents of suspected child abuse reported to that person or agency.
Witten records involving child sexual abuse shall, at a mnimum be a
near verbatimrecord for the disclosure interview. The near verbatim
record shall be produced within fifteen cal endar days of the disclosure
interview. Records kept under this section shall be identifiable by
means of an agency code for child abuse.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2000, from the general fund to the crimnal justice
trai ning comm ssion for the purposes of this act.

(2) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001,
fromthe general fund to the crimnal justice training comm ssion for
t he purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2000, fromthe general fund to the departnent of soci al
and health services for the purposes of this act.

(2) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001,
fromthe general fund to the departnent of social and health services
for the purposes of this act.
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