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HOUSE BI LL 1672

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives O Brien, Ballasiotes and Radcliff

Read first time 02/02/1999. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal Justice
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to screening, counseling, and treatnent of
hepatitis Cin correctional facilities; adding a new section to chapter
72.09 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Hepatitis Cis the nost preval ent infectious disease in prison,
i nfecting approximately forty percent of United States prison inmates;

(2) Hepatitis Cis a silent killer, being largely asynptonatic

until irreversible |liver danage may have occurred;
(3) Hepatitis C often leads to expensive nedical treatnent for
chronic liver disease, cirrhosis, liver cancer, liver transplants, or

liver failure;

(4) Hepatitis Ccurrently infects approximately four mllion five
hundr ed t housand Ameri cans and there are approximately thirty thousand
new i nfections each year in the United States;

(5) Rates of hepatitis C infection in prisons are significantly
hi gher than the estimated 1.8 percent infection rate in the genera
popul ati on;
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(6) Inmates infected wth hepatitis C present a risk of
transm ssion through blood-to-blood contact wth fellow inmates,
corrections officers, and the broader community upon rel ease;

(7) Wth | onger prison sentences, increasing portions of the prison
population wth wuntreated hepatitis C infections nmay generate
significant nedi cal expenditures for correctional systens for treatnent
of end stage liver disease; and

(8) Screening, counseling, and early treatnment of hepatitis C can
be a cost-effective alternative to the expensive treatnent of chronic
liver disease and |iver failure.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 72.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall:

(1) Provide appropriate hepatitis C testing, counseling, and
treatnment for inmates and personnel, including:

(a) Hepatitis C testing of all blood sanples collected from
i ncom ng i nmates upon incarceration;

(b) Hepatitis Ctesting upon request to current inmates and prison
personnel, and provision of notice of its availability along wth
information on the disease to all prison inmates;

(c) Testing using aninitial screening test, and in cases where the
initial test is positive, one or nore confirmatory tests;

(d) Devel opnment of «criteria for eligibility of inmtes for
hepatitis C treatnent;

(e) Devel opnent of protocols for hepatitis C treatnent based on
gui del i nes developed by prison health care organizations and the
community standard of care, including provision of federal food and
drug adm ni stration approved conbi nati on therapy;

(f) Notification of any inmate confirned positive with hepatitis C
virus of their infection and provision to the inmate of information on
criteria for treatnment and on availability of treatnent;

(g) Provision of treatnent where appropriate based on the
departnent’s protocols; and

(h) Provision of ongoing followup testing to determ ne the inpact
of treatnment on the hepatitis C infection and to determne, after no
| ess than three nonths of treatnent, whether to continue a full course
of treatnent or suspend treatnent.
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(2) Provide professional training prograns for corrections officers
and ot her prison personnel on currently understood risk factors, nmeans
of transm ssion, detection, and treatnent of hepatitis C

(3) Report detected hepatitis C cases to the departnent of health.

(4) Report periodically to the departnent of health on the status
of hepatitis Cinfection for inmates likely to be released wthin two
years to the conmmunity.

(5) Provide to the legislature an annual statistical report on the
preval ence of hepatitis Cinfection by correctional facility and trends
in incidence and prevalence of hepatitis C infection in the
correctional system

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of corrections shall submt
to the house of representatives crimnal justice and corrections
commttee and the senate human services and corrections conmttee, by
Decenber 15, 1999, a report on how the departnent manages hepatitis C
in the inmate population. Included in the report wll be how inmates
are educated about the di sease, how and when they are offered testing,
how t he di sease is managed if an inmate is determ ned to have hepatitis
C, and an estimate of the nunber of inmates in the Washington prison
systemw th hepatitis C. The report nust al so i nclude reconmendati ons
to the legislature on ways to inprove hepatitis C di sease nanagenent
and what | evel of funding woul d be necessary to appropriately test for
and treat the disease.

~-- END ---
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