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HOUSE BI LL 1666

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives McDonal d, Kagi, Boldt, Tokuda, D ckerson, C enents,
Santos and M tchel

Read first tinme 02/02/1999. Referred to Conmttee on Children & Fam |y
Servi ces.

AN ACT Rel ating to foster parents; creating new sections; making an
appropriation; providing an effective date; and decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that Washi ngton
state is experiencing a significant shortage of quality foster hones
and that the magjority of children entering the systemare difficult to
pl ace due to their conplex needs. The legislature intends to provide
addi tional assistance to those famlies willing to serve as foster
parents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The United States departnent of agriculture
i ssued a report that shows the current foster parent rei nbursenent rate
of four hundred nine dollars per nonth per child represents forty-three
percent of the actual cost of providing such care. The departnent of
soci al and health services shall increase the basic rei nbursenent rate
for foster children by three dollars per child per day. The departnent
shall also annually review how the basic foster care rates neet the
need for providing such care.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The sum of fifteen mllion three hundred
thirty thousand dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is
appropriated from the general fund to the departnment of social and
health services for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000, to carry out
t he purposes of section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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