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HOUSE BI LL 1663

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lanbert, Constantine, MDonald, Kagi, Carrell,
Edwar ds, Kastama and Sant os

Read first time 02/02/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of a unified famly court; anmendi ng
RCW 10. 14. 200, 13.04.021, 26.12.010, and 26.12.060; and creating new
secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes the increasing
i nci dence of concurrent involvenent of famly nenbers in nultiple areas
of the justice system Analysis shows significant case overlap in the
case types of juvenile offender, juvenile dependency, at-risk youth,
child in need of services, truancy, donestic violence, and donestic
relations. Also recognized is the increased conplexity of the probl ens
facing famly nenbers and the increased conplexity of the |aws
affecting famlies. It is believed that in such situations, an
efficient and effective response is through the creation of a unified
court system centered around the famly that: Provides a dedi cated,
trained, and i nforned judiciary; incorporates case nanagenent practices
based on a famly's judicial system needs; enables multiple case type
resolution by one judicial officer or judicial team provides
coordi nated | egal and soci al services; and considers and eval uates the
needs of the famly as a whole.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The adm nistrator for the courts shall
conduct a unified famly court pilot program

(1) Pilot program sites shall be selected through a request for
proposal process, and shall be:

(a) Established in at Ileast three superior court judicial
districts; and

(b) Located in superior court judicial districts with a statutorily
aut hori zed judicial conplenent of at |east five judges.

(2) The adm nistrator for the courts shall develop criteria for the
unified famly court pilot program The pilot program shall i nclude:

(a) Al case types under Title 13 RCW chapters 26.09, 26.10
26.12, 26.18, 26.19, 26.20, 26.26, 26.50, 26.27, and 28A. 225 RCW

(b) Unified famly court judicial officers, who volunteer for the
program and neet training requirenents established by |ocal court
rul e;

(c) Case managenent practices that provide a flexible response to
the diverse court-related needs of famlies involved in nultiple areas
of the justice system Case managenent practices should result in a
reduction in process redundancies and an efficient use of tinme and
resources, and create a systemenabling nultiple case type resolution
by one judicial officer or judicial team

(d) A court facilitator to provide assistance to parties wth
matters before the unified famly court; and

(e) An enphasis on providing nonadversarial nethods of dispute
resolution such as a settlenent conference, evaluative nediation by
attorney nediators, and facilitative nediation by nonattorney
medi at ors.

(3) The office of the adm nistrator for the courts shall publish
and dissemnate a state-approved listing of definitions of
nonadversarial methods of dispute resolution so that court officials,
practitioners, and users can choose the nost appropriate process for
the matter at hand.

(4) The office of the adm nistrator for the courts shall provide to
the judicial districts selected for the pilot program the conputer
resources needed by each judicial district to inplement the unified
famly court pilot program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The judges of the superior court judicial
districts with unified famly court pilot prograns shall adopt | ocal

HB 1663 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NRRRRRRRRPR P
W N R OO oo N O D WOWDN - O

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

36
37

court rules directing the program The |ocal court rules shall conply
with the criteria established by the adm nistrator for the courts and
shal | incl ude:

(1) A requirenment that all judicial officers hearing cases in
unified famly court:

(a) Conplete an initial training programincluding the topic areas
of chil dhood devel opnent, donestic violence, cultural awareness, child
abuse and negl ect, chem cal dependency, and nental illness; and

(b) Subsequent to the training in (a) of this subsection, annually
attend a m ni num of ei ght hours of continuing education of pertinence
to the unified famly court;

(2) Case managenent that is based on the practice of one judge or
judicial teamhandling all matters relating to a famly;

(3) An enphasis on coordinating or consolidating, to the extent
possi ble, all cases before the unified famly court relating to a

famly;
(4) Progranms that collect and report to the Wshington state
institute for public policy all information specified by the

adm nistrator for the courts or the institute for public policy; and

(5) Prograns that provide for record confidentiality to protect the
confidentiality of court records in accordance wth the |aw. However
| aw enf or cenent agenci es shall have access to the records to the extent
perm ssi bl e under the | aw.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. (1) The legislature finds that it is
critical to evaluate the effectiveness of the pilot projects for
pur poses of nmeasuring i nprovenents in the judicial system s response to
famly involvement in the judicial system To acconplish this
eval uation, the Wshington state institute for public policy shal
conduct a study of the pilot programin accordance w th guidelines and
criteria established by the office of the adm ni strator for the courts.

(2) The Washington institute for public policy shall report
prelimnary findings and final results of the study to the governor,
the chief justice of the suprene court, and the legislature on a
bi ennial basis. The initial report is due by July 1, 2000, and the
final report is due by Decenber 1, 2004.

Sec. 5. RCW10. 14. 200 and 1995 ¢ 246 s 35 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
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Any order avail able under this chapter nay be issued in actions
under chapter 13.32A, 26.09, 26.10, or 26.26 RCW An order avail able
under this chapter that is issued under those chapters shall be fully
enforceabl e and shall be enforced pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter.

Sec. 6. RCW13.04.021 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 7 s 538 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The juvenile court shall be a division of the superior court.
In judicial districts having nore than one judge of the superior court,
the judges of such court shall annually assign one or nore of their
nunber to the juvenile court division. |In any judicial district having
a court comm ssioner, the court conm ssioner shall have the power,
authority, and jurisdiction, concurrent wwth a juvenile court judge, to
hear all cases under this chapter and to enter judgnment and nake orders
with the sane power, force, and effect as any judge of the juvenile
court, subject to notion or demand by any party within ten days from
the entry of the order or judgnent by the court conm ssioner as
provided in RCW2.24.050. In any judicial district having a famly | aw
comm ssi oner appoi nted pursuant to chapter 26.12 RCW the famly |aw
comm ssioner shall have the power, authority, and jurisdiction,
concurrent with a juvenile court judge, to hear cases ((under—chapter
1334 RCW-or—any—other—ease)) under Title 13 RCWand chapter 28A. 225
RCWas provided in RCW26. 12. 010, and to enter judgnent and nmake orders
with the sanme power, force, and effect as any judge of the juvenile
court, subject to notion or demand by any party within ten days from
the entry of the order or judgnent by the court comm ssioner as
provi ded in RCW 2. 24. 050.

(2) Cases in the juvenile court shall be tried without a jury.

Sec. 7. RCW26.12.010 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 7 s 537 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((£2»)) Each superior court shall exercise the jurisdiction
conferred by this chapter and while sitting in the exercise of such
jurisdiction shall be known and referred to as the "famly court.” A

famly ((+aw)) court proceeding under this chapter 1is: (1) Any
proceedi ng under this title or any proceeding in which the famly court

is requested to adjudicate or enforce the rights of the parties or
their children regarding the determ nation or nodification of parenting
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pl ans, child custody, visitation, or support, or the distribution of
property or obligations, or (2) concurrent with the juvenile court, any
proceedi ng under Title 13 or chapter 28A. 225 RCW

(( Heri-o od Hdges—of—a-—county—ray—by

Sec. 8. RCW26.12.060 and 1993 ¢ 289 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The court conm ssioners shall: (1) Make appropriate referrals to
county famly court services programif the county has a famly court
services program or appoint a guardian ad litem pursuant to RCW
26.12.175; (2) order investigation and reporting of the facts upon
whi ch to base warrants, subpoenas, orders or directions in actions or
proceedi ngs under this chapter; (3) exercise all the powers and perform
all the duties of court comm ssioners; (4) make witten reports of al
proceedi ngs had which shall beconme a part of the record of the famly
court; (5) provide supervision over the exercise of its jurisdiction as
the judge of the famly court may order; (6) cause the orders and
findings of the famly court to be entered in the sane manner as orders
and findings are entered in cases in the superior court; (7) cause
other reports to be nade and records kept as will indicate the val ue
and extent of reconciliation, nediation, investigation, and treatnent

services; and (8) conduct hearings under ((ehapter—313-34RCW) Title 13
and chapter 28A. 225 RCW as provided in RCW 13. 04. 021.

~-- END ---
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