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HOUSE BI LL 1628

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives MIloscia, Veloria, Santos, Kenney and Ronero

Read first tinme 02/01/1999. Referred to Comrittee on Economnic
Devel opnent, Housing & Trade.

AN ACT Rel ating to humanitarian reli ef and assi stance; addi ng a new
section to chapter 43.01 RCW adding a new section to chapter 43.08
RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Washington state is the nobst trade-dependent state in the
Uni ted States;

(b) The state’s econony and econom ¢ wel | - bei ng depend heavily on
foreign trade and international relations;

(c) It isinmportant to the economc future of the state to pronote
i nternational awareness and understandi ng; and

(d) Enhanced international trade, cultural, and educational
opportunities are devel oped when governnents reach out.

(2) The legislature declares that the purpose of this act is to
enhance Washington state’'s ability to develop relationships and
contacts throughout the world enabling us to expand internationa
education and trade opportunities for all citizens of the state.
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NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) A humanitarian relief council is created conprised of the
governor, the |ieutenant governor, and the secretary of state.

(b) The council shall determ ne which disasters and hardships
qualify for state support and how nuch the state will contribute from
the world-wide humanitarian relief treasury account <created in
subsection (2) of this section. The council shall coordinate its
assi stance with recognized relief agencies so as to not duplicate
efforts or waste state noney.

(c) The council shall consult wth the energency managenent board
and establish necessary criteria for receiving assistance from the
state.

(d) The council shall adopt rules to inplenent this subsection.

(e) Staff support for the council shall be provided by the
departnment of comunity, trade, and economc developnent, the
departnment of agriculture, and the mlitary departnent.

(2) The worl d-wi de humanitarian relief treasury account is created
inthe state treasury. All receipts fromrevenues as determ ned under
section 3 of this act nust be deposited into the account. Moneys in
t he account may be spent only after appropriation. Expenditures from
t he account may be used only for humanitarian relief.

(3)(a) The council may accept gifts, grants, conveyances, bequests,
and devises, of real or personal property, or both, in trust or
ot herw se, and sell, | ease, exchange, invest, or expend t hese donati ons
or the proceeds, rents, profits, and incone fromthe donations except
as limted by the donor’s terns. The council shall adopt rules to
govern and protect the receipt and expenditure of the proceeds.

(b) The humanitarian relief account is created in the custody of
the state treasurer. All receipts fromgifts, grants, conveyances
bequests, and devi ses under this subsection nmust be deposited into the
account . Expenditures from the account may be used only for
humani tarian relief. Only the humanitarian relief council or the
council’s designee may authorize expenditures from the account. The
account i s subject to allotnent procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but
an appropriation is not required for expenditures.

(4) This section shall be known as the good samaritan act.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

On June 30th of every year, the treasurer shall deposit 0.1 percent
of all revenues received in the general fund for that fiscal year
derived fromstate tax sources into the world-w de humanitarian relief
treasury account created in section 2 of this act.

~-- END ---
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