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HOUSE BI LL 1626

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives D. Schmdt, Ogden, MMorris, Ronmero, Wensnan,
Al exander, O Brien, Radcliff, Lantz, Regal a, Conway, Mclntire, Poul sen,
Hatfield, H Somers, Dickerson, Ednonds, Linville, Fisher, Cody,
Santos, Miurray, Kenney, Kessler, Rockefeller, Wod, Hurst, Keiser and
Tokuda

Read first tinme 02/01/1999. Referred to Conmttee on State Gover nnent.

AN ACT Relating to petitions to be filed with the governnent;
amendi ng RCW 29. 79. 090, 29.79.100, 29.79.110, and 29.79.490; adding a
new section to chapter 29.79 RCW and adding a new section to chapter
42. 17 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW?29.79.090 and 1982 ¢ 116 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Petitions for proposing mneasures for submssion to the
| egislature at its next regul ar session, shall be substantially in the
following form

" WARNI NG

Every person who signs this petition with any other than his or her
true nane, knowi ngly signs nore than one of these petitions, signs this
petition when he or she is not a l|legal voter, or nekes any false
statenent on this petition may be punished by fine or inprisonment or
bot h.
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| NI TI ATI VE PETI TI ON FOR
SUBM SSI ON TO THE LEG SLATURE

To the Honorable . . . . . ., Secretary of State of the State of

Washi ngt on:

We, the undersigned citizens and |legal voters of the State of
Washi ngton, respectfully direct that this petition and the proposed
measure known as Initiative Measure No. . . . . and entitled (here set
forth the established ballot title of the neasure), a full, true, and
correct copy of which is printed on the reverse side of this petition,
be transmtted to the legislature of the State of Washington at its
next ensuing regular session, and we respectfully petition the
| egislature to enact said proposed neasure into | aw; and each of us for
hi msel f or herself says: | have personally signed this petition; | am
a legal voter of the State of Washington in the city (or town) and
county witten after ny nane, ny residence address is correctly stated,
and | have knowi ngly signed this petition only once.

Petitioner's :t Print name :t Residence address, :t City :t

signature :t for positive :t street and number, :t or :t County
:t identification :t if any :t Town :t
i i i i

(Here follow 20 nunbered lines divided into colums as bel ow.)

s s s s
1 1 1 1
1 1 s s
s s s s

I L
1 1 1 1
s 1 s s
1 1 1 1
1 1 s s

e

(2) Space nust be provided on each petition where, after the
signatures have been obtained, the person or persons who procured the
signatures shall both sign and print his or her nane and address
certifying that, to his or her know edge, the signatures on the
petition are valid.

(3) In addition, the follow ng nmust be included and conpleted on
each initiative petition where conpensation, pay, or ot her
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consideration is provided to the person circulating, soliciting, or
procuring signatures on that petition in at |east twenty-point, bold-
faced type at the top of each petition:

"SI GNATURE GATHERERS ARE BEING PAID BY . . . . . (type or
legibly print in ink the nanme of the group, organi zation, or
person paying for the signature gathering) TO C RCULATE TH S
PETI TI ON. "

The requirenents under this subsection (3) are not required on any
other petition for the sane initiative neasure if conpensation, pay, or
other consideration is not provided to the person circulating,
soliciting, or procuring signatures on that particular petition.

Sec. 2. RCW29.79.100 and 1982 ¢ 116 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Petitions for proposing neasures for subm ssion to the people
for their approval or rejection at the next ensuing general election,
shall be substantially in the follow ng form

" WARNI NG

Every person who signs this petition with any other than his or her
true name, knowi ngly signs nore than one of these petitions, signs this
petition when he or she is not a legal voter, or nmekes any false
statenent on this petition may be punished by fine or inprisonnment or
bot h.

| NI TI ATI VE PETI TI ON FOR
SUBM SSI ON TO THE PECPLE

To the Honorable . . . . . ., Secretary of State of the State of

Washi ngt on:

We, the undersigned citizens and |legal voters of the State of
Washi ngton, respectfully direct that the proposed neasure known as
Initiative Measure No. . . . ., entitled (here insert the established
ballot title of the nmeasure), a full, true and correct copy of whichis
printed on the reverse side of this petition, be submtted to the | egal
voters of the State of Washington for their approval or rejection at

the general election to be held on the . . . . . day of Novenber,
19. . .; and each of us for hinself or herself says: | have personally
signed this petition; | ama |l egal voter of the State of Washington, in
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the city (or town) and county witten after
address is correctly stated, and

my name, ny residence
have know ngly signed this petition

only once.

Petitioner's :t Print name :t Residence address, :t City :t

signature :t for positive :t street and number, :t or :t County
:t identification :t if any :t Town :t
i i i i

(Here follow 20 nunbered lines divided into colums as bel ow. )

1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 T T
1 1 1 1
T T 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1

e

(2) Space nust be provided on each petition where, after the

signatures have been obtained, the person or persons who procured the
signatures shall both sign and print his or her nane and address
certifying that, to his or her know edge, the signatures on the
petition are valid.

(3) In addition, the follow ng nmust be included and conpleted on
each initiative petition where conpensation, pay., or ot her
consideration is provided to the person circulating, soliciting, or
procuring signatures on that petition in at |east twenty-point, bold-
faced type at the top of each petition:

"SI GNATURE GATHERERS ARE BEI NG PAID BY (type or

in ink the name of the group, organization, or
t he signature gathering) TO ClI RCULATE TH S

| egibly print
person paying for
PETI TI ON. "

The requirenents under this subsection (3) are not required on any
other petition for the sane initiative neasure if conpensation, pay, or
other consideration is not provided to the person circulating,
soliciting, or procuring signatures on that particular petition.
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Sec. 3. RCW29.79.110 and 1993 ¢ 256 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Petitions ordering that acts or parts of acts passed by the
| egislature be referred to the people at the next ensuing genera
el ection, or special election ordered by the |egislature, shall be
substantially in the follow ng form

" WARNI NG

Every person who signs this petition with any other than his or her
true nane, knowi ngly signs nore than one of these petitions, signs this
petition when he or she is not a legal voter, or nekes any false
statenent on this petition may be punished by fine or inprisonment or
bot h.

PETI TI ON FOR REFERENDUM

To the Honorable . . . . . ., Secretary of State of the State of
Washi ngt on:

We, the undersigned citizens and l|legal voters of the State of
Washi ngton, respectfully order and direct that Referendum Measure No.
. ., filed to revoke a (or part or parts of a) bill that (concise
statenent required by RCW 29.79.055) and that was passed by the

: | egi sl ature of the State of Washington at the | ast regul ar
(spe0|al) session of said |egislature, shall be referred to the people
of the state for their approval or rejection at the regular (special)

el ection to be held on the . . . . day of Novenber, 19. . .; and each
of us for hinself or herself says: | have personally signed this
petition; |I ama legal voter of the State of Washington, in the city

(or town) and county witten after ny name, ny residence address is
correctly stated, and I have know ngly signed this petition only once.

Petitioner's :t Print name :t Residence address, :t City :t

signature :t for positive :t street and number, :t or :t County
:t identification :t if any :t Town :t
i i i i

(Here follow 20 nunbered lines divided into colums as bel ow. )

s s s s
1 1 1 1
1 1 s s
s s s s
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(2) Space nust be provided on each petition where, after the
si gnatures have been obtained, the person or persons who procured the

signatures shall both sign and print his or her name and address

certifying that, to his or her know edge, the signatures on the

petition are valid.

(3) In addition, the follow ng nmust be included and conpleted on
each referendum petition where conpensation, pay, or ot her
consideration is provided to the person circulating, soliciting, or
procuring signatures on that petition in at |east twenty-point, bold-
faced type at the top of each petition:

"SI GNATURE GATHERERS ARE BEI NG PAID BY (type or

in ink the name of the group, organization, or
t he signature gathering) TO Cl RCULATE TH S

| egibly print
per son paying for
PETI TI ON. "

The requirenents under this subsection (3) are not required on any

other petition for the sane referendumneasure if conpensati on, pay, or

other consideration is not provided to the person circulating,

soliciting, or procuring signatures on that particul ar petition.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 4.
to read as foll ows:

A person who provi des conpensation, pay, or other consideration to
another person to circulate, solicit, or procure signatures on an
initiative or referendumpetition shall keep records of the person who
procured the signatures for consideration on each separate petition.
Space nust be provided on each petition to nunber the petition to
assi st in tracking the signature gatherers. These records nust be kept
current and nust be submtted to the secretary of state when the
petitions are fil ed.

A new section is added to chapter 29.79 RCW

Sec. 5. RCW29.79.490 and 1993 c 256 s 4 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

Every person ((shall—be)) is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor who:
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(1) For any consideration or gratuity or prom se thereof, signs or
declines to sign any initiative or referendum petition; or

(2) Provides or receives consideration for soliciting or procuring
signatures on an initiative or referendumpetition if any part of the
consideration is based upon the nunber of signatures solicited or
procured, or offers to provide or agrees to receive such consideration
any of which is based on the nunber of signatures solicited or
procured; or

(3) Gves or offers any consideration or gratuity to any person to
i nduce himor her to sign or not to sign or to vote for or agai nst any
initiative or referendum neasure; or

(4) Interferes with or attenpts to interfere wwth the right of any
voter to sign or not to sign an initiative or referendum petition or
with the right to vote for or against an initiative or referendum
measure by threats, intimdation, or any other corrupt neans or
practice; or

(5) Receives, handles, distributes, pays out, or gives away,
directly or indirectly, noney or any other thing of value contributed
by or received fromany person, firm association, or corporation whose
resi dence or principal office is, or the magjority of whose nenbers or
st ockhol ders have their residence outside, the state of Washi ngton, for
any service rendered for the purpose of aiding in procuring signatures
upon any initiative or referendumpetition or for the purpose of aiding
in the adoption or rejection of any initiative or referendum neasure:
PROVI DED, That this subsection shall not apply to or prohibit any
activity which is properly reported in accordance with the applicable
provi sions of chapter 42.17 RCW_or

(6) Crculates, solicits, or procures, or attenpts to procure
signatures upon aninitiative or referendumpetition that fails to neet
the requirenments of RCW?29.79.080, 29.79.090, 29.79.100, or 29.79.110,
including, where applicable, the requirenents that: (a) The statenent
be included indicating that signature gatherers are being paid or

ot herwi se receiving consideration to gather signatures; and (b) the

nane _of the group, organization, or person_ paving for signature

gat hering be inserted.

A gross m sdeneanor under this section is punishable to the sane
extent as a gross m sdeneanor that is punishable under RCW 9A 20. 021.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 42.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In additionto filing periodic reports with the comm ssion that are
ot herwi se required under this chapter, a political commttee that pays
or provides consideration, conpensation, gratuities, rewards, or
anyt hi ng of value to persons for circulating, soliciting, procuring, or
obtaining, or attenpting to procure, signatures on a state initiative
or referendum petition also shall file reports required under RCW
42.17.080 on the twenty-first day and seventh day inmedi ately before
the date the petitions nust be filed and on the tenth day of the first
nmonth after the petitions are filed.

The requirenment under RCW 42.17.080 on keeping books of account
current and available for public inspection eight days before the
el ection associated wth the political commttee’ s efforts al so applies
to the eight days i mmedi ately before the | ast date the petitions may be
filed for a political commttee that pays or provides consideration,
conpensation, gratuities, rewards, or anything of value to persons for
circulating, soliciting, procuring, or obtaining, or attenpt to
procure, signatures on a state initiative or referendum petition.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---

HB 1626 p. 8



