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HOUSE BI LL 1603

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Murray, Parlette, Cody and Rockefeller

Read first tinme 01/29/1999. Referred to Conmttee on State Gover nnent.

AN ACT Relating to nedical and health research; and adding a new
section to chapter 42.17 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 42.17 RCW
to be codified imedi ately after RCW42.17.312, to read as foll ows:

(1) In addition to records and information available for public
i nspection, copying, or use under federal or state | aws, including but
not limted to RCW42.17. 250 through 42.17.348 and 18 U.S.C. Sec. 2721
(the "Driver's Privacy Protection Act of 1994"), vital statistics nust
be made avail abl e for i nspection, copying, and use by a health research
organi zation in connection with a nedical or health research project
that an institutional review board, as defined in RCW 70.02. 010, has
det er m ned:

(a) I's of sufficient inportance to outweigh the intrusion into the
privacy of a person that would result from access to the vital
statistics in question;

(b) I's inpracticable without the use or disclosure of the vita
statistics in individually identifiable form
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(c) Contains reasonabl e safeguards to protect the information from
redi scl osur e;

(d) Contains reasonabl e saf eguards to protect agai nst identifying,
directly or indirectly, a person whose vital statistics are accessed,
in a report of the research project; and

(e) Contains procedures to renove or destroy at the earliest
opportunity, consistent with the purposes of the project, information
that woul d enabl e identification of the person whose vital statistics
are accessed, unless an institutional reviewboard authorizes retention
of identifying information for purposes of another research project.

(2) I nspection, copying, and use of vital statistics as provided in
this section are necessary to the maintenance of public health and
safety.

(3) In this section:

(a) "Health research organization"” nmeans a nonprofit corporation
that i s exenpt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and
aut horized under federal or state law to conduct health or nedica
research;

(b) "Vital statistics" neans records held by state governnent and
by local governnents descriptive of a readily identifiable person
i ncludi ng nanme, address, gender, voter registration nunber, birth
death, marriage, divorce, annul nment, and dates pertinent to them

~-- END ---
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