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HOUSE BI LL 1599

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives McMrris, Doumt, Cenents, Constantine, Sheahan,
Gant, G Chandler, Linville, Rockefeller, D. Schm dt, Kessler and
Schoesl er

Read first tinme 01/29/1999. Referred to Commttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to court funding; and adding new sections to
chapter 43.330 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 43.330 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The extraordinary crimnal justice assistance account is created in
the state treasury. Appropriations may be nade fromthe general fund
or the public safety and education account into this account. Mbdneys
in the account may be spent only after appropriation and as authorized
by the |l egislature. Expenditures fromthe account may be used only to
reinburse the extraordinary costs associated with the prosecution,
i ndi gent defense, jury inpanelnent, expert wtnesses, interpreters,
i ncarceration, and ot her adj udi cation costs of aggravat ed nurder cases.
Only the director of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent or the
director’s designee may authorize expenditures fromthe account.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.330 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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Eligible counties may submt clains to the departnent of community,
trade, and economi c devel opnent for rei mbur senent from the
extraordinary crimnal justice assistance account. Counties are
eligible to submt clains if their total costs for investigating and
adj udi cating an aggravated nurder case or cases are equal to twelve
percent of the nost recent county | aw and justice budget adopted by the
county’s legislative authority. For purposes of this section, a
county’s law and justice budget is equal to the conbined total of the
county’s yearly appropriations for the sheriff’s office, prosecutor’s
of fice, indigent defense providers, jail, and superior court.

(1) The departnment of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent
shal | devel op procedures for processing the clains, for auditing the
veracity of the clains, and for prioritizing the clains.
Prioritization of the clainms shall be based on, but not limted to,
such factors as disproportionate fiscal inpact relative to the county
budget, efficient use of resources, and whether the costs are
extraordi nary and coul d not be reasonably accommobdat ed and anti ci pat ed
in the normal budget process.

(2) Before January 1st of each year, the departnent shall devel op
and submt to the appropriate fiscal commttees of the senate and house
of representatives a prioritized list of submtted clainms that are
recommended for funding by the legislature from the extraordinary
crimnal justice assistance account. The list shall include a summary
of each claimand the nature of the costs incurred.

(3) The departnent shall not financially obligate funds from the
extraordinary crimnal justice assistance account before the
| egi sl ature has appropriated funds for a specific list of clainms. The
| egislature may renove projects from the list recommended by the
depart nent. The |l egislature shall not change the order of the
priorities recommended for funding by the departnent.

~-- END ---
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