©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

H 1182.1

HOUSE BI LL 1587

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hatfield, Radcliff, D. Schmdt, Doumt, Quall,
Poul sen, Conway, Cooper, Hai gh, Ei ckneyer and Kessl er

Read first tinme 01/29/1999. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to the Washi ngton state schol ars program anendi ng
RCW 28A. 600. 110 and 28B. 80. 245; addi ng a new section to chapter 28B. 80
RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that approximtely
thirty-five percent of the recipients of the Washi ngton schol ars award
under RCW 28A. 600. 100 t hrough 28A. 600. 150 choose to enroll in an out-
of -state college and therefore do not use the grants that would have
been available to them under RCW 28B. 80. 245 had they chosen to attend
a college or university in the state of Washington. It is the intent
of the legislature to identify the amount of noney associated with the
unused grants and to make that amount available for graduate and
prof essi onal school grants to assist former recipients of Washington
schol ars awards who choose to enroll in a graduate or professiona
school in the state of Washington. The grants should be awarded
annual |y and students who have received a Washi ngton schol ars award in
one of the previous six years would be eligible to conpete for the
graduate school grants.
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Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 600. 110 and 1994 c 234 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

There is established by the | egislature of the state of WAshi ngton
t he Washington state scholars program The purposes of this program
annually are to:

(1) Provide for the selection of three seniors residing in each
| egislative district in the state graduating fromhi gh schools who have
di stingui shed thensel ves academ cal ly anong their peers((+)) .

(2) Maximze public awareness of the academ c achievenent,
| eadership ability, and comunity contribution of Wshington state
public and private high school seniors through appropriate recognition
cerenoni es and events at both the local and state level ((+)) .

(3) Provide a listing of the Washi ngton scholars to all Washi ngton
state public and private colleges and universities to facilitate
conmmuni cati on r egar di ng academ c pr ogr ans and schol arship
availability((+-)) .

(4) Make available a state |evel nechanism for utilization of
private funds for scholarship awards to outstanding high school
seniors((+)) .

(5 Provide, on witten request and with student permssion, a
listing of the Washington scholars to private schol arship selection
commttees for notification of scholarship availability((+)) .

(6) Permt a waiver of tuition and services and activities fees as
provided for in RCW 28B. 15.543 and grants under RCW 28B. 80. 245((-)) .
and

(7) Provide for conpetitively awarded grants for graduate and
professional studies to the extent that the grants for undergraduate
studi es provided under RCW 28B. 80.245 are not used and if noneys are
avai l abl e.

Sec. 3. RCW28B. 80. 245 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 5 s 3 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) Recipients of the Wshington scholars award under RCW
28A. 600. 100 through 28A.600.150 who choose to attend an independent
college or university in this state, as defined in subsection (({4)))
(6) of this section, and recipients of the award naned after June 30,
1994, who choose to attend a public college or university in the state
may receive grants under this section if noneys are avail able. The
hi gher educati on coordi nating board shall distribute grants to eligible
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students under this section fromnoneys appropriated to the WAshi ngton
scholars awards account created in section 4 of this act for this
purpose. The individual grants shall not exceed, on a yearly basis,
the yearly, full-time, resident, undergraduate tuition and service and
activities fees in effect at the state-funded research universities.
Grants to recipients attending an independent institution shall be
contingent upon the institution matching on at least a dollar-for-
dollar basis, either with actual noney or by a waiver of fees, the
anount of the grant received by the student fromthe state. The higher
education coordinating board shall establish procedures, by rule, to
di sburse the awards as direct grants to the students.

(2) To qualify for the grant, recipients shall enter the in-state
coll ege or university wwthin three years of high school graduation and
mai ntain a mni num grade point average at the college or university
equi valent to 3.30. Students shall be eligible to receive a maxi mum of
twel ve quarters or eight senmesters of grants for undergraduate study
and may transfer anong in-state public and independent colleges and
universities during that period and continue to receive the grant as
provi ded under RCW28B. 80.246. If the student’s cunul ative grade poi nt
average falls below 3.30 during the first three quarters or two
senesters, that student may petition the higher education coordinating
board whi ch shall have the authority to establish a probationary period
until such tinme as the student’s grade point average neets required
st andar ds.

(3) No grant shall be awarded to any student who is pursuing a
degree in theol ogy.

(4) The higher education coordinating board shall establish
policies and procedures to award grants annually for graduate and
prof essional studies to fornmer WAshington scholars awards recipients
who enroll in graduate or professional schools in the state of
WAshi ngt on. The grants shall be awarded on a conpetitive basis.
Students who have received a Washington scholars award in one of the
previous six years are eligible to conpete for the graduate and
prof essi onal studi es grants.

(5) The hi gher education coordinating board shall distribute grants
annually to eligible students under this section to the extent funds
are available in the Wshington scholars awards account. The
individual grants shall not exceed, on a yearly basis, the yearly,
full-tinme resident, graduate student tuition and services and
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activities fees in effect at the state-funded research universities.
Grants to recipients attending an independent institution of higher
education shall be contingent upon the institution matching on at | east
a dollar-for-dollar basis, either wwth actual noney or by a waiver of
fees, the ampunt of the grant received by the student fromthe state.
The hi gher education coordi nating board shall establish procedures, by
rule, to disburse the awards as direct grants to the students.

(6) As used in this section, "independent college or university"
means a private, nonprofit educational institution, the main canpus of
which is permanently situated in the state, open to residents of the
state, providing prograns of education beyond the high school |eve
|l eading at least to the baccal aureate degree, and accredited by the
nort hwest associ ation of schools and coll eges as of June 9, 1988, and
other institutions as may be devel oped that are approved by the higher
educati on coordi nati ng board as neeting equi val ent standards as those
institutions accredited under this section.

((65))) (7). As used inthis section, "public college or university"
means an institution of higher education as defined in RCW28B. 10. 016.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 28B. 80 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Any funds appropriated by the legislature for the Washi ngton
state scholars program established under RCW 28A. 600.110 shall be
pl aced in the account created by this section.

(2) The Washington scholars awards account is created in the
custody of the state treasurer. Only the higher education coordi nating
board, or its designee, nmay authorize expenditures fromthe account.
The account is subject to allotnment procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW
but no appropriation is required for expenditures.

~-- END ---
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