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HOUSE BI LL 1580

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative M| oscia

Read first tinme 01/29/1999. Referred to Conmttee on State Gover nnent.

AN ACT Relating to prequalifying contractors; and adding a new
section to chapter 39.04 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 39.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Any agency or | ocal governnent may establish uniformstandards
and procedures to prequalify conpetent and responsi bl e contractors from
which to award contracts for public works, repair, or maintenance. A
prequalification system may be used either to limt the contractors
that are afforded an opportunity to bid on a project or to elimnate
consideration of bids that are submtted fromcontractors that are not
prequalified. A prequalification systemmy be used in any procedure
to award contracts, including, but not limted to, contracts |et
W thout bids, contracts let through a formal conpetitive bidding
procedure with published bid solicitations and seal ed bids, contracts
awarded using a design-build system of letting contracts, contracts
awar ded through a contractor/constructi on manager contracting system
or contracts let through a nodified conpetitive bidding system such as
a small works roster system
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(2) A prequalification systemmay involve periodically soliciting

contractors to be prequalified and placed on a list or lists of
prequalified contractors for different types of work or prequalifying
contractors for a specific project. Each contractor desiring to be

prequalified nust conplete a standard questionnaire formand fi nanci al
statenment that includes questions about financial ability and work
experience, and is sworn to before a notary public or other person
aut hori zed to take acknow edgnent of deeds. To be prequalified, a
contractor must have all of the foll ow ng requirenents:

(a) Adequate financial resources or the ability to secure such
resour ces;

(b) The necessary experience, or gani zati on, and technica
qualifications to performthe proposed contract;

(c) The ability to conply with the required performance schedul e
taking into consideration all of its existing business commtnents;

(d) A satisfactory record of performance, integrity, judgnent, and
skills; and

(e) Be otherwise qualified and eligible to receive an award under
appl i cabl e | aws and regul ati ons.

The refusal of an agency or |local governnment to prequalify a
contractor is conclusive unless the agency or |ocal governnent is
ordered to give prequalification status to a contractor by the superior
court of Thurston county for agencies, or the superior court of the
county in which the | ocal governnent is |ocated for a | ocal governnent,
where the appeal to the superior court is made within five days of the
decision not to prequalify the contractor, which appeal shall be heard
summarily within ten days after it is taken and on five days’ notice
thereof to the agency or |ocal governnent.

(3) For purposes of this section, the term"mnunicipality" neans as
it is defined under RCW39. 04. 010, and the term"agency" neans as it is
defined under RCW 39. 04. 150(1).

~-- END ---

HB 1580 p. 2



