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HOUSE BI LL 1572

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Wensman, Tokuda, Santos, Quall, Veloria, Schoesler,
Conway, Mirray, Constantine, Ogden, Rockefeller, Kenney, O Brien,
D. Schm dt and Hai gh

Read first tine 01/29/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to providing educational and instructional
mat eri al s about the experiences of persons of Japanese descent during
Wrld War 1l to K-12 and postsecondary students and other citizens of
the state of Washington; and adding new sections to chapter 28A. 300
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) In order to adequately prepare our youth for their neaningful
participation in our denocratic institutions and processes, there nust
be strong educational resources ainmed at teaching students and the
public about the fragile nature of our constitutional rights.

(2) The federal conm ssion on wartine relocation and internnment of
civilians was established by congress in 1980 to review the facts and
ci rcunst ances surroundi ng executive order 9066, issued on February 19,
1942, and the inpact of the executive order on Anmerican citizens and
per manent residents, and to recomend appropriate renedies.

The comm ssion of wartinme relocation and internnent of civilians
issued a report of its findings in 1983 wth the reports "Persona
Justice Deni ed" and "Personal Justice Denied-Part |11, Reconmendations."
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The reports were based on information gathered through twenty days of
hearings in cities across the country, particularly the Wst coast.
Testimony was heard from nore than seven hundred fifty w tnesses,
i ncluding evacuees, former governnment officials, public figures,
interested citizens, historians, and other professionals who have
studi ed the internment of Japanese-Anericans during Wrld War ||

(3) The lessons to be learned from the internnment of Japanese-
Anericans during Wrld War |11 are enbodi ed in "Personal Justice Deni ed-

Part 11, Recommendati ons” which found t hat executive order 9066 was not
justified by mlitary necessity, and the decisions that followed from
it were not founded upon mlitary considerations. These deci sions

i ncl uded the exclusion and detention of American citizens and resident
al i ens of Japanese descent. The broad historical causes that shaped
t hese decisions were race prejudice, war hysteria, and a failure of
political | eadership. Wdespread i gnorance about Americans of Japanese
descent contributed to a policy conceived in haste and executed in an
at nosphere of fear and anger at Japan. A grave personal injustice was
done to the Anerican citizens and resident aliens of Japanese ancestry
who, w thout individual review or any probative evidence agai nst them
wer e excl uded, renoved, and detained by the United States during Wrld
Var | 1.

(4) A grave injustice was done to both citizens and permanent
residents of Japanese ancestry by the evacuation, relocation, and
internment of civilians during Wrld War I1. These actions were
carried out wthout adequate security reasons and wthout any
docunent ed acts of espi onage or sabotage, and were notivated | argely by
racial prejudice, wartinme hysteria, and a failure of political
| eader shi p. The excluded individuals of Japanese ancestry suffered
enornous danmages, both material and intangible, and there were
i ncal cul able losses in education and job training, all of which
resulted in significant human suffering for which appropriate
conpensati on has not been made. For these fundanental violations of
the basic <civil liberties and constitutional rights of these
i ndi vi dual s of Japanese ancestry, the United States congress apol ogi zed
on behalf of the nation in the federal civil liberties act of 1988.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The legislature intends to devel op a grant
program to fund public educational activities and devel opnent of
educational materials to ensure that the events surrounding the
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exclusion, forced renoval, and internnent of civilians and permanent
resident aliens of Japanese ancestry will be renenbered, and so that
the causes and circunstances of this and simlar events nay be
il lum nated and under st ood.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. As used in chapter . . ., Laws of 1999 (this
act), "program’ neans the Washington civil |iberties public education
program unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Consistent wwth the legislative findings in
section 1 of this act, the legislature shall establish the Washi ngton

civil liberties public education program The program provi des grants
for the purpose of establishing a |l egacy of renenbrance as part of a
continuing process of recovery from the Wrld War 11 exclusion and

detention of individuals of Japanese ancestry. The programis created
to do one or both of the foll ow ng:

(1) Educate the public regarding the history and the | essons of the
World War 11 exclusion, renoval, and detention of persons of Japanese
ancestry through t he devel opnent, coordi nati on, and di stribution of new
educational materials and the devel opnent of curriculum materials to
conpl ement and augnent resources currently available on this subject
matter; and

(2) Devel op videos, plays, presentations, speaker bureaus, and
exhi bitions for presentation to el enentary schools, secondary school s,
community colleges, and to other interested parties.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The superintendent of public instruction
shal |l allocate grants under the program established in chapter . . .,
Laws of 1999 (this act). The grants shall be awarded on a conpetitive
basi s.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction may contract wth
i ndependent review panelists and establish an advisory panel to
eval uat e and nake recommendations to the state |librarian based on grant
appl i cations.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall select grant
recipients fromapplicants who neet all of the following criteri a:

(a) The capability to adm ni ster and conpl ete the proposed project
wi thin specified deadlines and within the specified budget;
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(b) The experience, know edge, and qualifications necessary to
conduct quality educational activities regarding the exclusion and
detention of Japanese-Anericans during Wrld War I1;

(c) Projects that I|ink the Japanese-Anerican exclusion and
detention experience wth the experiences of other popul ations so that
the cause and circunstances of this and simlar violations of civi
rights or acts of injustice may be illum nated and under st ood;

(d) Projects that are designed to nmaximze the |long-term
educati onal inpact of this chapter;

(e) Projects that build upon, contribute to, and expand upon the
exi sting body of educational and research nmaterials on the exclusion
and detention of Japanese-Anericans during Wrld War 11; and

(f) Projects that include the variety of experiences regarding the
excl usion and detention of Japanese-Anericans and its inpact before,
during, and after World War Il including those Japanese-Anericans who
served in the mlitary and those who were interned in departnent of
justice canps.

(4) Applicants for grants under the program are encouraged to do
each of the follow ng:

(a) Involve former detainees, those excluded from the mlitary
area, and their descendants in the devel opnment and inplenentation of
proj ects;

(b) Develop a strategy and plan for raising the | evel of awareness
and under st andi ng anong t he Ameri can public regardi ng the excl usi on and
detention of Japanese- Anericans during World War Il so that the causes
and circunmstances of this and simlar events may be illum nated and
under st ood;

(c) Develop a strategy and plan for reaching the broad,
mul ticul tural popul ation through project activities;

(d) Develop local and regional consortia of organizations and
i ndi vi dual s engaged in sim|lar educational, research, and devel opnent
efforts;

(e) Coordinate and coll aborate with organi zati ons and i ndi vi dual s
engaging in simlar educational, research, and devel opnent endeavors to
maxi m ze the effect of grants;

(f) UWilize creative and innovative nethods and approaches in the
research, devel opnent, and inplenentation of their projects;

(g) Seek matching funds, in-kind contributions, or other sources of
support to suppl enent their proposal;
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(h) Use a variety of nedia, including newtechnology, and the arts
to creatively and strategically appeal to a broad Anerican public while
enhanci ng and enriching comunity-based educational efforts;

(1) Include in the grant application, scholarly inquiry related to
the variety of experiences and i npact of the exclusion and detention of
persons of Japanese ancestry during Wrld War 11, as well as its
rel ati onship to the experi ence of other popul ati ons so that the causes,
ci rcunst ances, |essons, and contenporary applications of this and
simlar events will be illum nated and understood; and

(j) Add relevant materials to or catal ogue relevant materials in
libraries and other repositories for the creation, publication, and
di stribution of bibliographies, curriculumguides, oral histories, and
ot her resource directories and supporting the continued devel opnment of
scholarly work on this subject by nmaking a broad range of archival
library, and research materials nore accessible to the Anerican public.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt other
criteria as it deens appropriate for its review of grant proposals. 1In
reviewi ng projects for funding, scoring shall be based on an eval uati on
of all application materials includingnarratives, attachnments, support
letters, supplenmentary materials, and other materials that may be
requested of applicants.

(6)(a) In the review process, the superintendent of public
instruction shall assign the followng order of priority to the
criteria set forth in subsection (3) of this section

(1) Subsection (3)(a) through (d) of this section, inclusive, shal
be given highest priority; and

(1i) Subsection (3)(e) through (f) of this section, inclusive,
shal | be given second priority.

(b) The superintendent of public instruction shall consider the
overall breadth and variety of the field of applicants to determ ne the
projects that would best fulfill its programand m ssion. Final grant
awards may be for the full anmpbunt of the grant requests or for a
portion of the grant request.

(7) Applicants for grants under the programmay include any of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Nonprofit organizations exenpt from taxation under section
501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code;

(b) Four-year colleges and universities, community coll eges, and
K- 12 public educational institutions;

p. 5 HB 1572



N o 0o W0ODN R

10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17

18
19

20
21

(c) Cultural institutions, arts organizations, and community
or gani zati ons;

(d) Individual artists, witers, journalists, scholars, and
educat ors;

(e) Units of governnent; and

(f) Consortia conposed of any of the entities described in (a)
t hrough (e) of this subsection, inclusive.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. On or before January 1, 2002, the
superintendent of public instruction shall report to the governor and
the appropriate fiscal and policy commttees of each house of the
| egi sl ature on the types of grants awarded and the acconplishnments of
t he program establi shed under sections 1 through 5 of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. The Washington civil liberties public
education account is created in the state treasury, to be funded by the
general fund. Moneys in the account may be spent only after
appropriation. Expendi tures from the account nmay be used only for

i ssuing grants for educational activities and educational materials.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. This act shall be known as the Washi ngton
civil liberties public education act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 8 of this act are each
added to chapter 28A 300 RCW

~-- END ---
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