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HOUSE BI LL 1487

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives C enents and Ski nner

Read first tinme 03/01/1999.

AN ACT Relating to foster parents’ rights; anmendi ng RCW74. 13. 280,
74.13. 330, and 74.13. 300; addi ng new sections to chapter 74.13 RCW and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Foster parents have the right to be free of coercion
discrimnation, and reprisal from the departnent and departnent
enpl oyees in serving foster children, including the right to voice
gri evances about treatment furnished or not furnished to the foster
chi |l d.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) No departnment enpl oyee may retal i ate agai nst a foster parent or
in any other manner discrimnate against any foster parent because:

(a) The foster parent nmade a conplaint with the office of famly
and children’s onbudsman, the attorney general, |aw enforcenent
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agencies, or the departnent, provided information, or otherw se
cooperated with the investigation of such a conpl aint;

(b) The foster parent has caused to be instituted any proceedi ngs
under or related to Title 13 RCW

(c) The foster parent has testified or is about to testify in any
such proceedi ngs;

(d) The foster parent has advocated for services on behalf of the
foster child;

(e) The foster parent has sought to adopt a foster child in the
foster parent’s care; or

(f) The foster parent has discussed or consulted with anyone
concerning the foster parent’s rights under this chapter or chapter
74.15 or 13.34 RCW

(2) A departnent enployee who violates this section is subject to
a civil penalty of not nore than three thousand doll ars.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnental and judicial review rights and procedures in RCW
74.08.080 apply to any applicant for or recipient of any program
service, assistance, or benefits funded in whole or in part by any
funds received by the departnment or any authorized agency, entity,
contractor, or subcontractor pursuant to Titles I1V-B and E of the
soci al security act who is aggri eved by a decision of the departnent or
aut hori zed agency, entity, contractor, or subcontractor. For purposes
of this section, affected recipients and applicants include children,
foster children, parents, foster parents, and other authorized
i ndi vidual s responsi ble for the custody, care, and control of children
or foster children.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Not later than October 1, 1999, the departnent shall adopt
rules governing all foster care and child welfare services prograns
provided by the departnent or any authorized agency, entity,
contractor, or subcontractor that are funded in whole or in part by
Titles I1'V-B and E of the social security act, including but not limted
to:
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(a) A brief description of the activities, actions, benefits,
services, and assistance that nust be included under such foster care
and child wel fare services prograns;

(b) Mnimum qualifications for eligibility for and continuing
participation in such prograns including grounds for the denial or
term nation of participation in such prograns; and

(c) Standards for the types, duration, frequency, and quality of
such prograns for eligible children and famlies, including the m nimm
qual i fications of the individuals who provide services directly to such
famlies and chil dren.

(2) Rules adopted by the departnment under this section shall be
consistent wth and neet the purposes in section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall reinburse foster parents for property damaged
or destroyed by foster children placed in their care. The depart nment
shall reinburse the foster parent for the replacenent value of any
property covered by this section.

Sec. 6. RCW74.13.280 and 1997 ¢ 272 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW70. 24. 105, whenever a child is placed
in out-of-hone care by the departnment or a child-placing agency, the
departnment or agency shall ((—wthin—available—+resources)) share
informati on about the child and the child s famly with the care
provi der and shal | ( (—wthin—avatlable—+eseurees)) consult with the
care provider regarding the child s case plan. If the child is
dependent pursuant to a proceeding under chapter 13.34 RCW the
departnent or agency shall keep the care provider inforned regarding
the dates and |ocation of dependency review and permanency planni ng
heari ngs pertaining to the child.

(2) Any person who receives information about a child or a child s
fam |y pursuant to this section shall keep the information confidenti al
and shall not further disclose or dissem nate the i nformati on except as
aut hori zed by | aw.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limt the
authority of the departnent or child-placing agencies to disclose
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client information or to maintain client confidentiality as provided by
| aw.

Sec. 7. RCW74.13.330 and 1990 c 284 s 23 are each anended to read
as follows:

Foster parents are responsible for the protection, care,
supervision, and nurturing of the child in placenent. As an integral
part of the foster care team foster parents shall, if ((apprepriate
and)) they desire to: Participate in the devel opnent of the service
plan for the child and the child s famly; assist infamly visitation,
i ncluding nonitoring; and nodel effective parenting behavior for the
natural famly.

Sec. 8. RCW74.13.300 and 1990 c¢c 284 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Whenever a child has been placed in a foster fam |y honme or the
honme of a relative care provider by the department or a chil d-placing
agency and the child has thereafter resided in the hone for at | east
ni nety consecutive days, the departnment or chil d-placing agency shal
notify the foster famly in witing of the reasons upon which the
decision to nove the child was based at | east five days prior to noving
the child to another placenent, unless:

(a) Acourt order has been entered requiring an i nmedi ate change in
pl acenment; or

(b) ((Fhre—~<hitdi+sbetngreturnedhoenre-

(€))) The child s safety is in jeopardy((—er

d)—Fhe—ehi-td+s—restdingin—arecetvinghone—or—a—group—hene)).

(2) If a decision is nmade by the departnment or a child-placing
agency to nove a child to another placenent, the foster famly parent
or relative care provider shall receive witten notice of his or her
right to request a review of the renpval decision regarding a child
that is residing in the hone of the foster parent or relative under a
court order entered in a proceeding under this chapter through the
departnent’s conplaint resolution process. Notification of the
departnment’s conplaint resolution process is not required to be
provided if:

(a) A court order has been entered requiring an i nmedi ate change in
pl acenent ; or
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(b) The child is being returned hone and a court order has been
entered to that effect.

(3) If the child has resided in a foster fam|ly home for |ess than
ninety days or if, due to one or nore of the circunstances in
subsection (1) of this section, it is not possible to give five days’
notification, the departnent or child-placing agency shall notify the
foster famly of proposed placenent changes as soon as reasonably
possi bl e.

((63))) (4) This sectionis intended solely to assist in mnimzing
di sruption to the child in changing foster care placenents. Nothing in
this section shall be construed to ((+reguire—that—a—court—heartng—be
hel-d—prt+or—tochangingachild-sfoster—ecareplacenrent—ner—to)) create

any substantive custody rights in the foster parents.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---

p. 5 HB 1487



