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HOUSE BI LL 1486

State of Washi ngton 56t h Legi sl ature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Schual - Berke, Boldt and Cody
Read first tinme 01/26/1999. Referred to Conmmittee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to authorizing di spensing opticians to performeye
refraction and nodify existing prescriptions to reflect changes in
vi sion; anmending RCW 18.34.020, 18.34.060, 18.34.050, 18.34.080,
18.34.120, 18.34.136, and 18.34.010; adding new sections to chapter
18. 34 RCW recodi fying RCW 18. 34. 010 and 18. 34. 060; and repeali ng RCW
18. 34. 110.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.34.020 and 1995 ¢ 178 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The term"secretary" wherever used in this chapter ((shatH)) neans
the secretary of health of the state of Washington. The term
"apprentice" wherever used in this chapter ((shall)) neans a person who
((shall—be)) is designated an apprentice in the records of the
secretary at the request of a physician, registered optonetrist, or
| i censee hereunder, who shall thereafter be the primary supervisor of
the apprentice. The apprentice may thereafter receive from a
physi ci an, registered optonetrist, or |icensee hereunder training and
direct supervision in the work of a dispensing optician. The term
"refracting” whenever used in this chapter neans the neasurenent of the
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powers or range of a person’s vision by the use of a series of |enses
and their rotation to determne the degree of correction needed to
conpensate for hyperopia, nyopia, presbyopia, astigmatism prism or
any conbi nation of these. "Prescription nodification" whenever used in
this chapter, neans the ability of a licensed refracting optician to
alter a prescription within a cunulative plus or mnus 2.00 diopter of
change provided that there is no nore than plus or mnus 1.00 diopter
of change at any one tine during a six-nonth period. A licensed
refracting optician nust provide a patient with a copy of the changes
to take with him or her to a provider of choice. The original
prescriber will be notified in witing within fourteen days of any
nodifications nmade to the original prescription and will also be
provided with a copy of the patient’s questionnaire and the signed
i nfornmed consent docunent.

Sec. 2. RCW18.34.060 and 1957 ¢ 43 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

A di spensing optician is a person who prepares duplications of, or
prepares and dispenses |enses, spect acl es, eyegl asses and/ or
appurtenances thereto to the intended wearers thereof on witten
prescriptions from physicians or optonetrists, and in accordance with
((sueh)) the prescriptions, neasures, adapts, adjusts and fabricates
((sueh)) the Ilenses, spectacles, eyeglasses and/or appurtenances
thereto to the human face for the aid or correction of visual or ocular
anomal i es of the human eye((—PROVWBED—HOAEVER—That) ). However
contact lenses may be fitted only upon a witten prescription of a
physician or optonetrist. A refracting optician is a |icensed
di spensing optician who has received an endorsenent fromthe secretary
to practice refractonetry and to nodify prescriptions.

Sec. 3. RCW18. 34.050 and 1984 c 287 s 32 are each anended to read
as follows:

The dispensing optician examning conmmttee shall neet at such
tines as deened necessary by the secretary to prepare and adm nister
the state’s licensing exam nations and to provide technical expertise,
advi ce, and nmake reconmendations to the secretary on the adm nistration
of the dispensing optician statute and disciplinary matters of
| i censees. The examning commttee ((shallh)) consists of ((three))
five persons. Four persons nust be prinmarily engaged in the business
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of di spensing opticians and ((whe—eur+entty)) hold a ((val+d)) current
license under this chapter. One of the |licensed dispensing optician

menbers shall be a licensed refracting optician. One nenber nust be a

menber of the general public. Menbers of the commttee shall be

conpensated in accordance with RCW 43.03. 240 and shall be rei nbursed
for travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 18.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

An applicant for endorsenent as a refracting optician nust first be
licensed as a dispensing optician under this chapter and neet the
foll ow ng additional requirenents:

(1) Conpletion of eighty hours of coursework froman accredited or
approved institution or association including, but not limted to, the
follow ng topics: Theory of refraction, anatony, pathology, and
know edge of equi pnent operation;

(2) Conpletion of two hundred refractive exam nations. The two
hundred refractive exam nations are under the direct supervision of a
licensed optonetrist or a |icensed ophthal nol ogi st who shall certify
the conpletion of the exam nations and send notification directly to
t he departnent;

(3) Continuing education or conpetency requirenents as determ ned
by the secretary.

The secretary shall adopt by rule the exam nation requirenments to
endorse refracting opticians. An applicant for endorsenent as a
refracting optician may take the examnation if he or she pays an
exam nation fee, determned by the secretary, as provided in RCW
43. 70. 250.

A refracting optician who has successfully conpleted the
requi renents of this section wll have the endorsenent of "CRO' pl aced
on his or her dispensing optician |icense by the secretary.

Sec. 5. RCW18.34.080 and 1995 ¢ 198 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The examnation to license a dispensing optician shal
determ ne whether the applicant has a thorough know edge of the
principles governing the practice of a dispensing optician which is
her eby decl ared necessary for the protection of the public health. The

examning comittee may ((appreve—an—examnatton—prepared—or
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adt-hertties)) prepare and admi nister, or approve the preparation and

admnistration of, exam nations for applicants for licensure. The
secretary shall |icense successful exam nees and the |icense shall be
conspi cuously displayed in the place of business of the |icensee.

(2) The witten and practical examnation to certify a refracting
optician shall determ ne whether the applicant has a thorough know edge
of the principles governing the practice of refraction. After the
initial exam the examning conmttee nmay prepare and adm nister, or
approve the preparation and admnistration of, examnations for
applicants for licensure. The secretary shall issue an endorsenent to
successful examnees and the endorsenent shall be conspicuously
di splayed in the place of business of the |licensee.

Sec. 6. RCW18.34.120 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 18 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each |i censee ((hereunder)) or holder of an endorsenent under this
chapter shall pay a renewal registration fee determned by the
secretary as provided in RCW 43.70.250 and 43.70.280. The secretary
may  adopt rules establishing mandatory continuing education
requi renents to be net by persons applying for |icense or endorsenent
renewal .

Sec. 7. RCW18.34.136 and 1987 ¢ 150 s 19 are each anended to read
as follows:

The wuniform disciplinary act, chapter 18.130 RCW governs
unlicensed practice, the issuance and denial of licenses, and the
di scipline of |icensees under this chapter. No person may practice or
represent hinself or herself as a refracting optician wthout first
havi ng obt ai ned an endorsenent fromthe secretary.

Sec. 8. RCW18.34.010 and 1957 ¢ 43 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Not hing in this chapter shall:

(1) Be construed to limt or restrict a duly |icensed physician or
optonetri st or enployees working under the personal supervision of a
duly lI'i censed physician or optonetrist fromthe practices enunerated in
this chapter, and each such |icensed physician and optonetrist shal
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have all the rights and privil eges which may accrue under this chapter
to di spensing opticians |icensed hereunder;

(2) Be construed to prohibit an unlicensed person from performng
mechani cal work upon inert matter in an optical office, |aboratory, or
shop;

(3) Be construed to prohibit an unlicensed person fromengaging in
the sale of spectacles, eyeglasses, magnifying glasses, goggles,
sungl asses, telescopes, binoculars, or any such articles which are
conpletely preassenbled and sold only as nerchandi se;

(4) Be construed to authorize or permt a |icensee ((hereunder))
under this chapter to hold hinself or herself out as being able to, or
to offer to, or to undertake to attenpt, by any manner of neans, to
((exam-ne—or)) exercise eyes, diagnose, treat, ((eerreets)) relieve,
operate, or prescribe for any human ail nent, ((deft+eteneys)) deformity,
di sease, or injury.

If a licensed refracting optician is unable to select |enses that
provide at a m ninum 20/40 vision in either eye to the consuner, he or

she shall refer the consuner to a licensed optonetrist or
ophthal nblogist. If alicensed refracting opticianis observing change
of nore than plus or mnus 1.00 diopter of power in either eye, he or
she shall refer the consuner to a licensed optonetrist or

ophthal nblogist. A licensed refracting optician shall not nmodify an
original prescription beyond plus or mnus 2 diopters of change
provided that there is no nore than plus or mnus 1.00 diopter of
change at any one tinme during a six-nonth period. A licensed
refracting optician may only nodify a prescription for a consuner that
has had an eye health exam within two years for contact |enses and
within two years for glasses. A licensed refracting optician wll not
nodify a prescription of a child ten years old or younger or an adult
sixty-four years or older. A licensed refracting optician will notify
in witing the original prescriber wthin fourteen days of any

nodi fications made to the original prescription, and will al so provide

a copy of the patient’s questionnaire and the signed inforned consent

docunent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. RCW18.34.110 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 78 & 1957 ¢ 43
s 11 are each repeal ed.
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1 NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. RCW 18. 34. 010, to be codified between RCW
2 18.34.141 and 18. 34. 900, and RCW18. 34. 060, to be codified bet ween RCW
3 18.34.020 and 18.34.030, are each recodified.

~-- END ---
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