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HOUSE BI LL 1409

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lanbert, Benson, Boldt, G Chandler, Milliken
Koster, Sheahan and Schi ndl er

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to child welfare services; adding a new section to
chapter 43.06A RCW and adding a new section to chapter 74.13 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 43. 06A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Upon the request of a nenber of the |legislature, the onbudsman
shal |l ask a conplainant to authorize the release to the nenber of al
information related to the conplaint. |If the conplainant agrees to a
rel ease of information, the onbudsman shall periodically inform the
menber of the status of the conplaint, and upon closure of the case,
i nformthe nmenber of how the case was resol ved.

(2) I'n performng an investigation of a conplaint received by the
onbudsman, the onbudsman nust consider all the docunents provided by
t he conpl ai nant.

(3) The onbudsman shall track the nunber of conplaints regarding
enpl oyees of each community services office. If the nunber of
conplaints regarding a community services office is significantly
hi gher than the nunber of conplaints received regardi ng other offices,
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t he onmbudsman shall inform the governor of the nunber of conplaints
regarding the office and the nature of the conplaints.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as follows:

Prior to termnating the placenent of a child in a foster honme due
to findings of abuse or neglect that involve injury to the child, the
departnent shall have the child s injuries exam ned by a physician.

~-- END ---
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