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State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schoesler, Gant, G Chandler, Sunp, Doumt, Delvin
and Mul i ken

Read first tine 01/22/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Fi nance.

AN ACT Relating to a property tax exenption for real property used
excl usively as a roadside park; and anendi ng RCW 84. 36. 260.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB84. 36. 260 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 193 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al real property interests, including fee sinple or any |esser
interest, developnent rights, easenments, covenants and conservation
futures, as that latter termis defined in RCW 84.34.220 as now or
hereafter anmended, used exclusively for the conservation of ecol ogical
systens, natural resources, or open space, including park |ands, held
by any nonprofit corporation or association the primary purpose of
which is the conducting or facilitating of scientific research or the
conserving of natural resources or open space for the general public,
or real property used exclusively as a roadside park, held by any
nonprofit organization, association, or corporation shall be exenpt
fromad val oremtaxation if either of the follow ng conditions are net:

(1) To the extent feasible considering the nature of the property
interest involved, such property interests shall be wused and
effectively dedicated primarily for the purpose of providing scientific
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research or educational opportunities for the general public or the
preservation of native plants or animals, or biotic comunities, or

wor ks of ancient man or geological or geographical formations, of

distinct scientific and educational interest, and for roadside parks,

for the purpose of public use and enjoynent of travelers or the
community in which the roadside park may be |ocated, and not for the
pecuniary benefit of any person or conpany, as defined in RCW
82.04. 030, and shall be open to the general public for educational and
scientific research purposes, and for roadside parks, for the public
use and enjoynent of travelers or the community in which the roadside
park may be |ocated, subject to reasonable restrictions designed for

its protection; or

(2) Such property interests shall be subject to an option, accepted
in witing by the state, a city or a county, or departnent of the
United States governnent, for the purchase thereof by the state, acity
or a county, or the United States, at a price not exceeding the | esser
of the follow ng anounts: (a) The sumof the original purchase cost to
such nonprofit corporation or association plus interest fromthe date
of acquisition by such corporation or association at the rate of six
percent per annum conpounded annually to the date of the exercise of
the option; or (b) the appraised value of the property at the tine of
the granting of the option, as determ ned by the departnent of revenue
or when the option is held by the United States, or by an appropriate
agency t hereof.

(3) For the purpose of this section, a "roadside park"” is rea
property essentially uni nproved except for restroomfacilities and open
structures, does not exceed one acre in size, and |ocated adjacent to
a state maintained highway.

~-- END ---
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