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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1344

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Cooper, Hankins, Hatfield, Radcliff, Scott and Ronero)

Read first tine 02/23/1999.

AN ACT Relating to personal watercraft; adding a new section to
chapter 88.12 RCW repealing RCW88. 12. 145; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 88.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft unless each
person aboard the personal watercraft or being towed behind the
personal watercraft is wearing a United States coast guard approved
type I, 11, Il1l, or V personal flotation device. An inflatable
personal flotation device does not satisfy the requirenents of this
section. Except as provided for in RCW88.12. 015, a violation of this
subsection is a civil infraction punishable under RCW 7. 84. 100.

(2) A person operating a personal watercraft equipped by the
manuf acturer with a | anyard-type engine cutoff switch shall attach the
| anyard to his or her person, clothing, or personal flotation device,
as appropriate for the specific personal watercraft. It is unlawful
for any person to renove or disable a cutoff switch or spring | oaded
throttle mechanismthat was installed by the manufacturer.
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(3) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft between sunset
and 8:00 a. m

A person at least fourteen years of age nmmy operate a persona
watercraft if that person has successfully conpleted a boating
educati on course approved by the conmm ssion under this section.

(4) Beginning April 1, 2000:

(a) No person under the age of fourteen may operate a persona
wat ercraft.

(b) Subject to the m ninmumage requirenment contained in (a) of this
subsection, no person born after January 1, 1984, may operate a
personal watercraft powered by a notor of ten horsepower or greater
unl ess such a person has successfully conpleted a boating education
course approved by the comm ssion. The conmm ssion shall cooperate with
the United States coast guard auxiliary, the United States power
squadron, and other organizations in approving boating education

cour ses. In lieu of conpleting a boating course, an individual my
denonstrate, in a manner approved by the comm ssion, sufficient
knowl edge of the information fromthe boating education course. The
comm ssion shall issue witten confirmation of the successful

denonstration of equival ent know edge.

(c) If a nonresident of the state is operating a personal
wat ercraft on the waters of the state, the person is subject to the
requi renents of this section. The person is in conpliance with the
requi renents of this subsection if the person possesses witten
confirmati on of successful conpletion of a safe boating course approved
by the national association of state boating |aw adm nistrators and
i ssued by the person’s hone state, or any other state or country.

(d) Any operator of a personal watercraft required by this
subsection to possess proof of conpletion of a boating course or
equi val ency denonstration nust have the docunentation in his or her
possession at all tinmes while operating a personal watercraft.

(5) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft in a negligent
manner . Maneuvers that constitute negligent operation of a vessel
i nclude, but are not limted to:

(a) Weaving through congested vessel traffic;

(b) Junping the wake of another vessel unreasonably close to
anot her vessel or when visibility around the vessel is obstructed or
restricted;
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(c) Becomng airborne or conpletely leaving the water while
crossing the wake of another vessel within one hundred feet of the
vessel creating the wake;

(d) Operating at greater than a slow no-wake speed within one
hundred feet of the shoreline, a dock, pier, marked | aunch area, marked
swmarea, swmfloat, swmers, surfers, persons engaged in angling,
any manually powered vessel, or any anchored, noored, or drifting
vessel

(e) Operating contrary to navigation rules including foll ow ng too
cl osely to anot her vessel, including another personal watercraft. For
the purposes of this subsection, "followng too closely" neans
proceeding in the sane direction and operating at a speed in excess of
ten mles per hour within one hundred feet to the rear or fifty feet to
the side of another vessel which is underway, unless the vessels are
operating in a narrow channel, in which case personal watercraft my
operate at the speed and flow of the other traffic in the channel;

(f) A violation of this subsection (5) is an infraction under
chapter 7.84 RCW

(6) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft:

(a) Wile tow ng a person on water skis, a kneeboard, an infl atable
craft or any other device unless the personal watercraft is rated by
the manufacturer to carry at |east three persons, and an operator and
observer are aboard the personal watercraft, except for a persona
watercraft that is actually operated by the person or persons being
towed and no person is on the personal watercraft;

(b) To chase or harass wldlife;

(c) Through energent vegetation at other than a sl ow no-wake speed;

(d) I'n any other manner that is not reasonable and prudent.

(7) Except for the mnimum age requirenent established in
subsection (4)(a) of this section, subsections (1) through (6) of this
section do not apply to a perfornmer engaged in a professional
exhibition or a person participating in aregatta, race, marine parade,
or exhibition authorized or otherwi se permtted by the appropriate
agency having jurisdiction and authority to authorize such events.

(8) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft in a reckl ess
manner . For the purposes of this section, "reckless operation of a
personal watercraft"” neans the willful and wanton performance of any of
the actions described in subsection (5) of this section.
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(9) A person shall not |lease, hire, or rent a personal watercraft
to a person under the age of sixteen.

(10) A violation of subsection (2), (3), (4), (6), (8), or (9) of
this section is a m sdeneanor under RCW9. 92.030. This subsection does
not limt the application of any other section that nmakes the
unaut hori zed use or operation of a personal watercraft a m sdeneanor

(11) The comm ssion shall adopt rules inplenenting subsection (4)
of this section. The comm ssion shall establish a fee for a boating
educati on course and for an equi val ency denonstration not to exceed t he
comm ssion’s costs associated with the boating education course and
equi val ency denonstration. Al such fees collected by the comm ssion
shal | be deposited into the state parks renewal and stewardshi p account
created under RCW 43.51. 275, and appropriated only to the conmm ssion
solely for use in the comm ssion’s boating safety program

(12) Nothing in this section limts the authority of |ocal
governments to regul ate the operation of personal watercraft.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. RCW 88.12.145 (Qperation of personal
watercraft--Prohibited activities--Penalties) and 1993 ¢ 244 s 17 are
each repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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