©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

H 0561. 2

HOUSE BI LL 1315

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Dickerson, Ballasiotes, OBrien, Cairnes, Lovick
Edwar ds, Rockefeller, Schual -Berke, Kenney, Lantz, Ogden and Gonbosky

Read first time 01/21/1999. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal Justice
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to video and video ganes; and creating new
secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The departnent of health shall prepare
and submt a report to the legislature, not l|later than Decenber 31,
1999, on the nost effective ways for parents to control juvenile access
to violent video ganes.

(2) The departnment shall ensure that the report includes, at a
m ni mum

(a) A study of the types of violence existing in video ganes
avail able on the retail and rental market or over the internet.

(b) Recommendations for educating parents about the |evel of
vi ol ence existing in video ganes available to juveniles, including
identification of types of violent video ganes that may be harnful to
speci fic age groups of juveniles;

(c) Alist of nonviolent video ganme alternatives for juveniles;

(d) Reconmendati ons on the nost effective techniques for parents to
al l ow juvenil es access to only age-appropriate video ganes.
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(3) In preparing the report, the departnent shall al so include any
current research that |links violent tel evision shows, novies, and vi deo
ganes to acts of aggression and viol ence by juveniles.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The departnent of revenue shall conduct a
study of nethods for collecting a user fee on the rental and sal es of
unrated video ganes, video ganes rated NC-17 and M and video ganes
that are even nore restrictively rated. All user fees collected shal
be divided evenly, with fifty percent of the user fee being distributed
to the crime victins’ conpensation program and the remaining fifty
percent being distributed to the departnent of health for parent
educati on progranm ng. The departnent shall investigate alternative
met hods of collecting the user fee. The departnment shall identify and
estimate the costs of collecting the user fee by small, nedium and
|arge retailers for each alternative. The departnent shall identify
and estimate the departnent’s costs of collecting the tax for each
alternative. The departnent shall report its findings to the fisca
commttees of the house of representatives and senate by Decenber 31,
1999.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 3. The departnent of health shall inplenment and
obt ai n, through a request for proposal process, adefinitive scientific
study, in addition to and exceeding the report mandated in section 1 of
this act. The departnent shall ensure that the study addresses: (1)
Whet her, and to what extent, violent video ganmes encourage or increase
aggressive acts by juveniles exposed to those ganes, with specificity
regarding specific ganes and types of ganmes, and with specificity
regardi ng juvenile age groups; and (2) effective nethods for parental
control of juvenile access to violent video ganmes and for abatenent of
aggressive juvenile behaviors related to violent video ganes.

~-- END ---
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