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HOUSE BI LL 1302

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ronero, Mulliken, Linville, Kessler and McIntire; by
request of Departnment of Ecol ogy

Read first time 01/21/1999. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

AN ACT Relating to the permt assistance center; anmending RCW
90. 60. 020, 90.60.030, and 90.60.100; repealing RCW 43.131.387 and
43.131.388; providing an effective date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW90.60.020 and 1995 c¢ 347 s 602 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Center" neans the permt assistance center established in the
( (eormmsston—tdepartrent])) departnent by RCW 90. 60. 030.

(2) "Coordinating permt agency" neans the permt agency that has
the greatest overall jurisdiction over a project.

(3) "Departnment” means the departnment of ecol ogy.

(4) "Participating permt agency" neans a permt agency, other than
t he coordinating permt agency, that is responsible for the i ssuance of
a permt for a project.

(5) "Parties" collectively neans the coordinating permt agency,
permt agency, and participating permt agency.
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(6) "Permt" means any |license, certificate, registration, permt,
or other formof authorization required by a permt agency to engage in
a particular activity.

((6))) (7) "Permt agency" neans:

(a) The departnent of ecol ogy, an air pollution control authority,
the departnment of natural resources, the departnent of fish and
wildlife, and the departnent of health; and

(b) Any other state or federal agency or county, city, or town that
participates at the request of the permt applicant and upon the
agency’s agreenent to be subject to this chapter.

((6H)) (8) "Project"” neans an activity, the conduct of which
requires permts fromone or nore permt agencies.

Sec. 2. RCW90. 60.030 and 1997 ¢ 429 s 35 are each anended to read
as follows:

The permt assistance center is established within the departnent.
The center shall:

(1) Publish and keep current one or nore handbooks containing lists
and explanations of all permt |[|aws. To the extent possible, the
handbook shall include relevant federal and tribal |aws. A state
agency or |ocal governnent shall provide a reasonabl e nunber of copies
of application forns, statutes, ordinances, rul es, handbooks, and ot her
informational material requested by the center and shall otherw se
fully cooperate with the center. The center shall seek the cooperation
of relevant federal agencies and tribal governnents;

(2) Establish, and make known, a point of contact for distribution
of the handbook and advice to the public as to its interpretation in
any given case;

(3) Work closely and cooperatively with the business |icense center
in providing efficient and nonduplicative service to the public;

(4) Seek the assignnent of enployees from the permt agencies
( (H-sted—under—ROW90-60-020{6){(a))) as defined in this chapter to
serve on a rotating basis in staffing the center;

(5) Collect and dissemnate information to public and private
entities on federal, state, local, and tribal governnent prograns that
rely on private professional expertise to assi st governnental agencies
in project permt review, and

(6) Provide ((an—annual)) a biennial report tothe legislature ((en
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Peeenber—1—1996)) that:
(a) Pr ovi des policy and oper ati onal recommendati ons f or

stream i ning and coordinating environnental permtting in Washi ngton;
(b) Summarizes the results of the center’'s efforts to neasure
center performance and outcones over tinme; and
(c) Provides budget accounting that includes all expenses and
i ncone received biennially.

Sec. 3. RCW 90.60.100 and 1995 c¢ 347 s 610 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The ((eeerdinating—permt—ageney)) parties may enter into a
written cost-reinbursenent agreenent with the applicant to recover from
the applicant the reasonable costs incurred by the ((eceerdinating
permt—ageney)) parties in carrying out the requirenents of this
chapter, as well as the requirenents of other relevant |laws, as they
relate to permt coordination, environnental review, application
review, and permt processing.

(2) The ((eeordinatingpermt—agencymay+ecover—onlythecosts—of
perfoermng—thoese—coordinated—permt—services—and)) witten cost-

rei nbursenent agreenent shall be negotiated with the permt applicant
((+n)) followi ng the neeting required pursuant to RCW 90.60.070. The
billing process shall provide for accurate tine and cost accounti ng and
may include a billing cycle that provides for progress paynents.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW43.131.387 and 1995 ¢ 347 s 617; and

(2) RCW43.131.388 and 1995 ¢ 347 s 618.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Section 4 of this act is necessary for the
i mredi ate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state governnment and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect June 29, 1999.

~-- END ---
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