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HOUSE BI LL 1286

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives D. Schm dt, Romero, McMorris, Scott, Wensman, Esser,
Carrell, Benson, Sullivan, Santos, Doumt, D. Sommers, Dunn and Bush

Read first tinme 01/20/1999. Referred to Conmttee on State Gover nnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to el ection procedures; anendi ng RCW29. 36. 045 and
29.62. 020; and adding a new section to chapter 29.36 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

An absentee ballot may be tabulated only if the absentee ball ot
was:

(1) Both mailed to the county auditor from anywhere in the United
States with a date of nmailing on or before the Saturday inmediately
before the day of the primary or election for which it was issued and
recei ved by the county auditor by noon of the day the election results
are certified; or

(2) Both mailed to the county auditor by an overseas voter or
service voter with a date of mailing on or before the day of the
primary or election for which it was issued and received by the county
auditor by noon of the day the election results are certified; or

(3) Deposited at a polling site in the county of the auditor who
issued the ballot, during normal voting hours of the primary or
el ection for which it was issued; or
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(4) Deposited with the county auditor who issued the ballot on or
before the close of the polling places on the date of the primary or
el ection for which it was issued.

The date of mailing is the date of the postmark. However, if the
postmark is mssing or illegible or if the voter is an overseas voter
or a service voter, the date of mailing is the date a voter attests to
voting, as shown on the return envel ope.

Sec. 2. RCW29.36.045 and 1987 ¢ 346 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

The county auditor shall send each absentee voter a ballot, a
security envelope in which to seal the ballot after voting, a |arger
envel ope in which to return the security envel ope, and instructions on
howto mark the ballot and howto returnit to the county auditor. The
| arger return envel ope shall contain a declaration by the absentee
voter reciting his or her qualifications and stating that he or she has
not voted in any other jurisdiction at this election, together with a
summary of the penalties for any violation of any of the provisions of
this chapter. The return envel ope shall provi de space for the voter to
indicate the date on which the ballot was voted and for the voter to
sign the oath. A summary of the applicable penalty provisions of this
chapter shall be printed on the return envel ope i medi ately adj acent to
the space for the voter’s signature. The signature of the voter on the
return envel ope shall affirmand attest to the statenents regardi ng t he
qualifications of that voter and to the validity of the ballot. For
out-of-state voters, overseas voters, and service voters, the signed
declaration on the return envelope constitutes the equivalent of a
voter registration for the election or primary for which the ballot has
been i ssued. The ((veter—shall—be+tnstruetedto——erther—+eturn—the

prrary—for—whi-eh—the—balH-ot—was—+ssued)) instructions nust include a
description of the circunstances when an absentee ballot wll be

tabul ated, as provided under section 1 of this act.

Sec. 3. RCW?29.62.020 and 1995 c 139 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) No later than the tenth day after a special election or primary
and no later than the fifteenth day after a general election, the
county auditor shall convene the county canvassi ng board to process the
absentee ballots and canvass the votes cast at that primary or
election. On the tenth day after a special election or a primary and
on the fifteenth day after a general election, the canvassing board
shal | conpl ete the canvass and certify the results. The canvass report
must i nclude each absentee ballot that ((was—freturned—before—the
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)) may be tabul at ed
under section 1 of this act.

(2) At the request of any caucus of the state |egislature, the
county auditor shall transmt copies of all unofficial returns of state
and legislative primaries or elections prepared by or for the county
canvassing board to ((etther)) the secretary of the senate ((e+)) and
the chief clerk of the house.

~-- END ---
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