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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1277

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmi ttee on Econom c Devel opnent, Housing & Trade (originally
sponsored by Representatives Carl son, Ogden, Dunn, Al exander, Benson,
Penni ngt on, Wod, Gonbosky, D. Sommers, M el ke, Crouse, Bol dt, Skinner,
Hanki ns and Roner o)

Read first tinme 03/02/1999.

AN ACT Rel ating to funding for regional convention, conference, or
speci al events centers; adding a new chapter to Title 35 RCW providi ng
an effective date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislative authority of any town or
city located in a county with a popul ation of |l ess than one mllion may
create a public facilities district. The legislative authorities of
any contiguous group of towns or cities |located in a county with a
popul ation of less than one mllion may enter an agreenent under
chapter 39.34 RCW for the creation and joint operation of a public
facilities district.

(2) A public facilities district shall be coextensive with the
boundaries of the city or town or contiguous group of cities or towns
that created the district, except that the district shall be
coextensive with the boundaries of the county or counties in which the
district is located if a majority of the voters of the county or
counties approve the creation of the district in a general election or
a special election that may be called for that purpose.
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(3) Apublic facilities district created by a single city or town
shal | be governed by a board of directors consisting of the nenbers of
the legislative body of the city that created the district. Adistrict
created by a contiguous group of cities or towns shall be governed by
a board of directors appointed in accordance with the terns of the
agreenent under chapter 39.34 RCW for the joint operation of the
district.

(4) A public facilities district is a nunicipal corporation, an
i ndependent taxing "authority”" within the neaning of Article VI,
section 1 of the state Constitution, and a "taxing district” within the
meani ng of Article VII, section 2 of the state Constitution.

(5 A public facilities district shall constitute a body corporate
and shall possess all the usual powers of a corporation for public
purposes as well as all other powers that nmay now or hereafter be
specifically conferred by statute, including, but not limted to, the
authority to hire enployees, staff, and services, to enter into
contracts, and to sue and be sued.

(6) Apublic facilities district may acquire and transfer real and
personal property by | ease, subl ease, purchase, or sale. No direct or
collateral attack on any netropolitan facilities district purported to
be authorized or created in conformance with this chapter may be
commenced nore than thirty days after creation by the city |egislative
authority.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. (1) A public facilities district is
aut horized to acquire, construct, own, renodel, naintain, equip,
reequip, repair, and operate one or nore regional centers. For
pur poses of this act, "regi onal center"” means a convention, conference,
or speci al events center, or any conbination of facilities, and rel ated
parking facilities, serving a regional population constructed,
i nproved, or rehabilitated after the effective date of this act at a
cost of at Jleast ten mllion dollars, including debt service.
"Regi onal center" also includes an existing convention, conference, or

special events center, and related parking facilities, serving a
regional population, that is inproved or rehabilitated after the
effective date of this act where the costs of inprovenent or
rehabilitation are at least ten mllion dollars, including debt
servi ce. A regional center is conclusively presuned to serve a
regional population if state and |ocal governnent investnent in the
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construction, inprovenent, or rehabilitation of the regional center is
equal to or greater than ten mllion dollars.

(2) A public facilities district may inpose charges and fees for
the use of its facilities, and nmay accept and expend or use gifts,
grants, and donations for the purpose of a regional center.

(3) Notwi thstanding the establishnent of a career, civil, or nerit
service system a public facilities district may contract with a public
or private entity for the operation or managenent of its public
facilities.

(4) A public facilities district is authorized to use the
suppl enmental alternative public works contracting procedures set forth
in chapter 39.10 RCW in connection with the design, construction,
reconstruction, renodel, or alteration of any regional center.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The board of directors of the public
facilities district shall adopt a resolution that nmay be amended from
time to tinme that shall establish the basic requirenents governing
met hods and anounts of rei nmbursenent payable to such district officials
and enpl oyees for travel and ot her business expenses i ncurred on behal f
of the district. The resolution shall, anong other things, establish
procedures for approving such expenses; the form of the travel and
expense voucher; and requirenents governing the use of credit cards
i ssued in the nane of the district. The resolution may al so establish
procedures for paynent of per diemto board nmenbers. The state auditor
shal |, as provided by general |aw, cooperate with the public facilities
district in establishing adequate procedures for regulating and
auditing the rei nbursenent of all such expenses.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The board of directors of the public
facilities district shall have authority to authorize the expenditure
of funds for the public purposes of preparing and distributing
information to the general public and pronoting, advertising,
i nprovi ng, devel opi ng, operating, and nmaintaining a regional center.
Not hing contained in this section may be construed to authorize
preparation and distribution of information to the general public for
t he purpose of influencing the outcone of a district election.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The public facilities district may secure
servi ces by neans of an agreenent with a service provider. The public
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facilities district shall publish notice, establish criteria, receive
and evaluate proposals, and negotiate wth respondents under
requi renents set forth by district resolution.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. In addition to provisions contained in
chapter 39.04 RCW the public facilities district is authorized to
foll ow procedures contained in RCW 43.19.1906 and 43.19. 1911 for all
purchases, contracts for purchase, and sal es.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 35 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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