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HOUSE BI LL 1218

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cody and Parlette; by request of Departnent of
Heal t h

Read first tine 01/19/1999. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to departnent of health recommendations for
inmproving nurse delegation in community settings; anmending RCW
18. 88A. 210, 18. 88A. 230, and 18. 79. 260; and repeal i ng RCW18. 88A. 220 and
18. 88A. 240.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 18. 88A. 210 and 1998 ¢ 272 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A ((nurse—may—delegate—speetfie—care—tasks—te)) nursing
assistant((s)) neeting the requirenents of this section ((anrd)) who
provides care to individuals in (( i

communi ty-based care settings, as defined in RCW 18.79.260(3), may

accept delegation of nursing care tasks by a registered nurse as

provided in RCW 18. 79. 260( 3) .
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(2) For the purposes of this section, "nursing assistant” neans a
nursi ng assi stant-regi stered or a nursing assistant-certified. Nothing
in this section may be construed to affect the authority of nurses to
del egate nursing tasks to other persons, including |licensed practical
nurses, as authorized by | aw

(3) Before comrencing any specific nursing care tasks authorized
under this chapter, the nursing assistant nust (a) provide to the
del egating nurse a certificate of conpletion issued by the departnent
of social and health services indicating the conpletion of basic core

nurse delegation training ((as—previded—n—this—seetion)), (b) be

regul ated by the departnent of health pursuant to this chapter, subject
to the uniformdisciplinary act under chapter 18. 130 RCW and (c) neet
any additional training requirenments identified by the nursing care

qual ity assurance comm ssion ((and—authorized—by—this—seetion)).

Exceptions to these training requirenents must adhere to RCW

18.79.260(3) (d) (iii).

( ({4H—Anurse—rmy—delegatethefolHowngearetasks:-

o : I el i cat Lo ;
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agenetres—H-ecensed—under—chapter—70—127RCMW))

Sec. 2. RCW 18. 88A. 230 and 1998 ¢ 272 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The ((purse—and)) nursing assistant shall be accountable for
their own individual actions in the delegation process. ((Nuo+rses

. i I | f i hei ol . hori hall |
. : i abid : . : . I .t he
delegati+on—dut+es—)) Nursing assistants followng witten del egation

instructions fromregistered nurses perforned in the course of their

delegation—+ray—conpromse—patient—saftety-—)) Nursing assistants shal
not be subject to any enployer reprisal or disciplinary action by the

( ( pur-sing—eare—gualtyassurance—comm-ssion)) secretary for refusing to

accept del egation of a nursing task based on patient safety i ssues. No

( ( eomrun y estHaent+a br-ogam—atd a+—y—hoe—or—Boafr-ai-hg O
contractinhgtoprovide—asststed+Hving—serviees)) community-based care
setting as defined in RCW18. 79. 260(3) (d) may discrimnate or retaliate

i n any manner agai nst a person because the person nmade a conpl aint or
cooperated in the investigation of a conplaint.
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Sec. 3. RCW 18.79.260 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 18 s 51 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) A registered nurse under his or her license may perform for
conpensation nursing care, as that termis usually understood, of the
i1, injured, or infirn((;

(()) (2) A registered nurse may, at or under the general
direction of a licensed physician and surgeon, dentist, osteopathic
physi ci an and surgeon, naturopathi c physician, podiatric physician and
surgeon, physician assistant, osteopathic physician assistant, or
advanced regi stered nurse practitioner acting within the scope of his
or her license, admnister nedications, treatnents, tests, and
i nocul ati ons, whether or not the severing or penetrating of tissues is
i nvol ved and whet her or not a degree of independent judgnent and skill
IS required. Such direction nust be for acts which are within the
scope of registered nursing practice((+

o | I he . L i I .
3} ofthi . . I kel . V).

(3) Aregistered nurse may del egate tasks of nursing care to other
individuals where the registered nurse determnes that it is in the
best interest of the patient.

(a) The del egating nurse shall:

(i) Determne the conpetency of the individual to perform the
t asks;

(ii) Evaluate the appropriateness of the del egation;

(iii) Supervise the actions of the person perform ng the del egated
task; and

(iv) Delegate only those tasks that are within the registered
nurse’s scope of practice.

(b) Areqgistered nurse may not del egate acts requiring substanti al
skill, the adm nistration of nedications, or piercing or severing of
tissues except to registered or certified nursing assistants who
provide care to individuals in comunity-based care settings as

HB 1218 p. 6
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aut hori zed under (d) of this subsection. Acts that require nursing

j udgnent shall not be del egat ed.

(c) No person nay coerce a nurse into conprom sing patient safety
by requiring the nurse to delegate if the nurse deternmnes that it is

i nappropriate to do so. Nur ses shall not be subject to any enplover

reprisal or disciplinary action by the nursing care quality assurance

comm ssion for refusing to delegate tasks or refusing to provide the

required training for delegation if the nurse determ nes del egati on may

conproni se patient safety.

(d) For delegation in comunity-based care settings, a reqgistered
nurse nmay del egate nursing care tasks only to reqgistered or certified

nursi ng assi stants. Sinple care tasks such as blood pressure

nmonitoring, personal care service, or other tasks as defined by the

nursing care quality assurance commission are exenpted from this

requirenent. "Communi ty-based care settings" includes: Communi ty

residential prograns for the devel opnmentally disabled, certified by the

departnent of social and health services under chapter 71A.12 RCW

adult famly hones licensed under chapter 70.128 RCW boardi ng hones

| i censed under chapter 18.20 RCW and ot her comuni ty-based settings as

aut horized by the nursing care quality assurance conmni SSion by rule.

Communi ty-based care settings do not include acute care or skilled

nursing facilities.

(i) Delegation of nursing care tasks in comunity-based care
settings is only allowed for individuals who have a stable and

predi ctabl e condi tion. "Stable and predictable condition" nmeans a

situation in which the individual's clinical and behavioral status is

known and does not require the frequent presence and evaluation of a

reqgi stered nurse.

(ii) The determ nation of the appropriateness of delegation of a
nursing task is at the discretion of the registered nurse. However ,

the adm nistration of nedications by the intravenous or intranuscul ar

route, sterile procedures, and central |line maintenance nmay never be

del egat ed.

(iii) The reqgistered nurse is responsible for ensuring that the
nursing assistant has completed the required core nurse del egation

training required in chapter 18.88A RCW prior to authorizing

del egation. On a case-by-case basis, the reqgi stered nurse may del egat e

tasks to nursing assistants prior to the nursing assistant conpleting

the training if the regi stered nurse deternines that it is appropriate

p. 7 HB 1218



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NNMNMNNNNRRRRERRRRRRPR
0o NO” O A WNEFEP O O 0o NOOD O MM WNERO

29
30
31
32

to do so, provides all necessary one-on-one training specific to that
task and resident, and ensures that the nursing assistant receives the
core delegation training wwthin the first sixty days of the del egation
process. The registered nurse shall imrediately rescind the del egation
process if the nursing assistant has not conpleted the core training
withinthis tine frane.

(iv) The nurse is accountable for his or her own individual actions
in the delegation process. Nurses acting within the protocols of their

del egation authority are imune fromliability for any action perforned

in the course of their del egation duties.

(v) On or before June 30, 2000, the nursing care quality assurance
commi ssion, in conjunction with the professional nursing organi zations

and t he departnent of social and health services, shall make any needed

revisions or additions to nurse del egati on protocols by rule, including

standards for nurses to obtain inforned consent prior to the del egati on

of nursing care tasks. Nursi ng task del egation protocols are not

intended to requlate the settings in which del egation may occur, but

are intended to ensure that nursing care services have a consi stent

standard of practice upon which the public and the profession may rely,

and to safequard the authority of the nurse to make independent

pr of essi onal deci sions regardi ng the del egation of a task.

(e) The nursing care quality assurance conni ssion may adopt rul es
to inplenent this section.

(4) Only a person licensed as a registered nurse may instruct
nurses in technical subjects pertaining to nursing((+)) .

((£4))) (5) Only a person licensed as a registered nurse may hol d
herself or hinself out to the public or designate herself or hinself as
a regi stered nurse.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 18. 88A. 220 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 18 s 47; and

(2) RCW 18. 88A. 240 and 1995 1st sp.s. c 18 s 49.

--- END ---
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