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HOUSE BI LL 1194

State of Washi ngton 56t h Legi sl ature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Pflug, Schual -Berke, Parlette and Cody
Read first tinme 01/18/1999. Referred to Committee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to a pilot project for third-party accreditation of
boar di ng hones; and anending 1998 ¢ 92 s 1 (uncodified).

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. 1998 ¢ 92 s 1 (uncodified) is anended to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature recognizes the need to involve the boarding
home industry, the consuners of assisted living and retirenent
services, the long-term care onbudsman, and state regul atory agencies
inthe coll aborative process of devel opi ng standards and procedures for
accreditation of |licensed boarding homes. As participants, consuners
can hel p devel op standards that nore closely address their needs and
make the accreditation of boarding honme providers nore neaningful to
them when choosing anobng conpetitors. Providers can maintain
flexibility in the marketpl ace and nore qui ckly recogni ze and respond
to the changi ng needs of its client base. Regul atory agenci es can save
nmoney and remain assured that performance standards are high. For
these reasons, the legislature finds that it is in the best interests
of the boarding honme industry, boarding honme consuners, and state
regul atory agencies to support an industry-funded pil ot programprior
to changi ng or devel opi ng new standards for boardi ng hone regul ati on.
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(2) Acoalition of assisted living providers represented by state-
wi de assisted living professional trade associations, the long-term
care onbudsman, state regulatory agencies, and consuner groups
representing, but not limted to, the assisted living clientel e such as
t he senior | obby, the American association of retired persons, and the
al zhei mer’ s associ ation shall develop a plan for inplenenting a pil ot
program for the third-party accreditation of boarding honmes |icensed
under RCW 18. 20. 020. The assisted living third-party accreditation
pilot project coalition shall remain active until Decenber 12, 2001
The pilot plan nust be funded by the northwest assisted |iving
((federationof—Anrerieca)) facilities association. Funds for conducting
this plan may al so be received fromother individuals and organi zati ons
in accordance wth state |law and upon the approval of the northwest
assisted living facilities association. The plan shall review the
overall feasibility of inplenentation, cost or savings to the
regul ati ng agency, inpact on client health, safety, quality of care,
quality of life, and financial and other inpacts to the boardi ng hone
i ndustry. ((Fhre)) Pilot third-party boarding hone accreditation
((ptan)) progress reports shall be presented to the appropriate
comm ttees of the house of representatives and the senate by January 4,
1999 and by January 4, 2000. The final pilot third-party boardi ng hone
accreditation plan shall be submtted to the appropriate commttees of
t he house of representatives and the senate no |later than Decenber 12,
2001.

~-- END ---
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