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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1189

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Local Governnent (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Van Luven, Scott, Radcliff, Kenney, Mtchell, Tokuda,
D. Schm dt, Dickerson, McIntire, Esser, Lanbert, Cairnes, Ball asiotes,
Constantine, Cody, H Sommers, Miurray, Santos and Parlette)

Read first tinme 03/02/1999.

AN ACT Relating to netropolitan park districts; amending RCW
35.61. 010, 35.61.020, 35.61.030, 35.61.040, 35.61.050, 35.61.120,
35.61.130, 35.61.132, 35.61.150, 35.61.180, 35.61.200, 35.61.250,
35. 61. 290, 84.09.030, and 84.52.010; and addi ng new sections to chapter
35. 61 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
Sec. 1. RCW35.61.010 and 1994 c 81 s 60 are each anended to read

as foll ows:

((e
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mapner—set—forth—n—this—chapter—may—ereate)) A netropolitan park
district may be created for the managenent, control, inprovenent,
mai nt enance, and acqui sition of parks((—parkwayss)) and ( ( beulevards))
recreation facilities as defined in this chapter. A netropolitan park
district nust include all of the territory within a city with a
popul ation of at least five thousand, and may include additional
contiguous territory, whether unincorporated territory or all of the
territory located in one or nore additional cities.

VO
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 35.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter,
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Cty" means both cities and towns, including code cities.

(2) "Ex officio board of park comm ssioners” neans the board of
park comm ssioners of a netropolitan park district, only including a
city with a population of five hundred thousand or nore within its
boundaries, that is conposed of only the nenbers of a city |egislative
authority (including the elected mayor, if any, acting in the mayor’s
ordinary legislative capacity) acting ex officio and independently as
provi ded under RCW 35. 61. 050( 3).

(3) "Separately el ected board of park comm ssioners” neans a board
of park comm ssioners of a netropolitan park district that is conposed
of five separately elected conm ssioners as provided under RCW
35.61.050(1) and 35.61.120(1).

(4) "Land or lands" refers to land, water, or air, or any of the
rights therein or inprovenents thereon.

(5) "Parks and recreation facilities" includes parks, gymasi umns,
pl aygrounds, swi nm ng pools, field houses, beach houses, stadi uns, golf
courses, coliseuns, sports facilities, zoos, aquariums, <civic
facilities, cultural facilities, theaters, interpretive facilities,
museuns, public canpgrounds, natural areas, boat ranps, marinas, senior
citizen centers, comunity centers, arboretuns, bicycle and bridle
pat hs, parkways, boul evards, and ot her parks and recreation facilities,
including related adm ni strative and support facilities.

Sec. 3. RCW35.61.020 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.61. 020 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Aballot proposition authorizingthe creation of a netropolitan
park district shall be submtted by ordi nance to the voters of the area
proposed to be included in the park district at any general election,
or at any special election which may be called for that purpose((—e+

. | . held i I . . " Y . .

. I F g . - .. Y.

(a) The ballot proposition shall be submtted if the legislative
authority of the city enacts such an ordinance after adopting a
resol ution proposing creation of a netropolitan park district or ((er))
if apetition ((ef)) proposing creation of a netropolitan park district
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is submtted to the county auditor that has been signed by at | east

fifteen percent of the ((guatf+ed-eleectors—ofthe)) registered voters
residing in the C|ty ((based——&peﬂ——khe——Feg+s++fﬁ+4y+—4{w——%he——Fas%

annexed—to—andformngapart—ofthe—eity)).

(b) For districts proposed to be created after January 1, 1999,
other than those to be governed under RCW 35.61.050(3), the ballot
proposition shall be submtted if either: (i) A resolution proposing
the creation of the netropolitan park district is adopted by the
governing body of each city proposed to be included in the park
district and the county legislative authority of the county in which
any uni ncor porated area proposed to be included in the park district is
| ocated; or (ii) a petition proposing the creation of the nmetropolitan
park district is submtted to the county auditor that has been signed
by at least fifteen percent of the registered voters residing in the
area proposed to be included in the park district. The petition or
resolution shall describe the boundaries of the proposed netropolitan
park district and propose creating the park district.

(2) The ballot proposition shall be approved by a majority of the
voters residing in the area in which the netropolitan park district is
proposed to be created.

(3) Once created, any territory ((by—vi+rtue—of—its—annexation))

that is annexed to any city ((having-heretofore—ecreateda)) included in
a netropolitan park district shall be ((deeredtobewthinthetHmts

of)) added automatically to the netropolitan park district upon the
effective date of the annexation by the city and such an extension of
a park district’s boundaries shall not be subject to review by a
boundary revi ew board.

( (Fhe—etty—eounctt—or—conmmsstoenshall——submtthe proepesttioenat—a
speetal—eleetiontobe—caltedthereforwhenthe petitionso+eqguests—))

Sec. 4. RCW35.61.030 and 1985 ¢ 469 s 32 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
(( bRt I ) I : hei |
) Fon. I ) o . hall '
loclari ) ) ) b I o : )
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(1) The ball ot proposition authorizing creation of a netropolitan

park district that is submtted to voters for their approval or
rejection shall appear on the ballot of the next general election or at
t he next special election date specified under RCWV29. 13. 020 occurring
sixty or nore days after the last resolution proposing the creation of
the park district is adopted or the date the county auditor certifies
that the petition proposing the creation of the park district contains
sufficient valid signatures, if a boundary revi ew board does not exi st
in the county.

(2) The creation of a netropolitan park district is not subject to
review by a boundary review board if the proposed netropolitan park
district only includes one or nore cities and the special election at
which a ballot proposition authorizing creation of the park district
shall be held as if a boundary review board does not exist in the
county. In all other instances, notice of the proposal to create a
netropolitan park district shall be filed with the boundary review
board as provi ded under RCW36.93. 090 and the special election at which
a ball ot proposition authorizing creation of the park district shall be
held at the next special election date specified under RCW 29.13. 020
sixty or nore days after the date the boundary review board is deened
to have approved the proposal, approves the proposal, or nodifies and
approves the proposal.

(3) The legislative authority of a city placing on the ballot a
proposition ((whieh)) authorizing the creation of a netropolitan park
district shall ((be—expressed—n)), in the ordinance submtting the
guestion to the voters, choose and describe the conposition of the
initial nmetropolitan park district comm ssion that is proposed under
RCW 35. 61. 050. The proposition shall include the follow ng terns:

| "For the formation of a nmetropolitan park district."
| "Against the formation of a netropolitan park district."

Sec. 5. RCW35.61.040 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.61. 040 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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I f ((at—an—eleetion)) a majority of the voters voting ((thereen))
on the ballot proposition authorizing the creation of the netropolitan
park district vote in favor of the formation of a metropolitan park
district, the netropolitan park district shall ((thenr—be—andbecone))
be created as a nunicipal corporation effective inmmediately upon
certification of the election results that voters approved the ball ot
proposition and its nanme shall be "Metropolitan Park District of

(inserting the nanme of the largest city included in the
park district)."

Sec. 6. RCW35.61.050 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 23 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided under subsection (3) of this section, five
park conmm ssioners shall be elected at large as the initial nenbers of
the board of park conm ssioners for the netropolitan park district at
the sane election at which the ballot proposition is submtted to the
voters as to whether a netropolitan park district is to be fornmed((;
Hve—park—econm-sstoeners—shalH—be—eleeted)) . The election of
netropolitan park comm ssioners shall be null and void if the
metropolitan park district is not created. Candidates shall run for
specific comm ssion positions. ((Ne)) A primary shall not be held to
nom nat e candi dat es.

(2) The person receiving the greatest nunber of votes for each
position shall be elected as a netropolitan park comm ssioner. The
staggering of the terns of office shall occur as follows: ((3)) (a)
The two persons who are elected receiving the two greatest nunbers of
votes shall be elected to six-year terns of office if the election is
held in an odd-nunbered year or five-year terns of office if the
election is held in an even-nunbered year; (({2r)) (b) the two persons
who are el ected receiving the next two greatest nunbers of votes shal
be elected to four-year terns of office if the election is held in an
odd- nunber ed year or three-year terns of office if the electionis held
in an even-nunbered year; and ((3))) (c) the other person who is
el ected shall be elected to a two-year termof office if the election
is held in an odd-nunbered year or a one-year term of office if the
election is held in an even-nunbered year.

The initial netropolitan park conm ssioners shall take office
i mredi ately when they are elected and qualified, and for purposes of
conputing their terns of office the terns shall be assuned to commence
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on the first day of January in the year after they are elected.
Thereafter, all comm ssioners shall be elected to six-year terns of
office at general elections held in odd-nunbered years.

Al'l comm ssioners shall serve until their respective successors are
elected and qualified and assune office in accordance with RCW
29.04.170. Vacancies shall occur and shall be filled as provided in
chapter 42.12 RCW

(3) As authorized under RCW 35.61.120, the ballot proposition
creating a new netropolitan park district that only consists of a city
with a population of five hundred thousand or nore may provide for the
city's legislative authority (including the elected mayor, if any,
acting in the mayor’'s ordinary legislative capacity) to act in an ex
of ficio and i ndependent capacity as the board of conm ssioners for the
netropolitan park district. An election shall not be held to el ect the
initial nmetropolitan park district conm ssioners if such an option is
t aken.

Sec. 7. RCW35.61.120 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.61. 120 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The officers of a netropolitan park district shall be a board
of park conm ssioners consisting of five nmenbers unless the board is
conposed as pernitted under RCW35. 61. 050(3). The board shall annually
el ect one of their nunber as president and another of their nunber as
clerk of the board. The conposition of a board under this subsection
that was created before January 1, 1999, and that is not governed under
RCW35. 61. 050(3) may not be altered once the netropolitan park district
has been creat ed.

(2) The conposition of a board of netropolitan park district
commi ssioners established as permtted under RCW 35.61.050(3) may be
altered to a separately elected board of park comm ssioners once the
netropolitan park district has been created only by a majority vote of
the voters in the district, and then only if the potential for such an
alteration was stated in the resolution or petition to create the
district.

Sec. 8. RCW35.61.130 and 1969 ¢ 54 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A nmetropolitan park district has the right of em nent domain,
and may purchase, acquire and condem |l ands Iying within or w thout the
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boundari es of ((satd)) the park district, for public parks((;—parkways;
boulevards—aviatton—landings—and—playgrounds:)) and recreation
facilities. A nmetropolitan park district may condemn such | ands for
any of the follow ng purposes: (a) To widen, alter, and extend
streets((y)) and avenues( (—boulevards—parkways,—aviationtandings—and
playgrounds;-)); (b) to alter, enlarge, and extend existing parks((y))
and recreation facilities; and (c) to acquire lands for the
est abl i shnent of new par ks( (;—beul-evards—parkways—aviati-ontandings
and—playgrounds)) and recreation facilities.

(2) The right of em nent domain shall be exercised and instituted
pursuant to resolution of the board of netropolitan park conm ssioners
and conducted in the sane manner and under the sanme procedure as is or
may be provided by | aw for the exercise of the power of em nent domain
by ((+neerporated)) cities ((andtoewns)) of the state of Washington in
t he acquisition of property rights((—PROVWBED-)). However, funds to
pay for condemmation allowed by this section shall be raised only as
specified in this chapter.

(3) The board of netropolitan park comm ssioners ((shalH—havepower
te)) may enploy counsel ((+)) and ((t+e)) regul ate, manage, and control

t he par ks( (;—parkways—boulevards—streets,—avendes—aviatt+ontandtngs
and—playgrounds)) and recreation facilities under its control ((—and
te)) .

(4) The board of netropolitan park conm ssioners may provide ((fe+
park—poelieeren;-)) for a secretary of the board of netropolitan park
conmmi ssioners, and for all necessary enployees, ((te)) and fix their
salaries and duties. In a netropolitan park district governed under
RCW 35. 61.050(3), the city’'s mayor shall serve ex officio as the chief
executive officer of the netropolitan park district unless otherw se
provi ded by the board of netropolitan park district comr ssioners.

(5) The board of netropolitan park comm ssioners ((shalH—havepower
te)) may inprove, acquire, extend and maintain, open, and lay out((7))
par ks( (—parkways—boulevards;-)) and recreation facilities and avenues,

( (avat+eon—tandings—and——playgrounds;)) wthin or w thout t he
metropolitan park district((—ane—te)).

(6) The board of netropolitan park conm ssioners nmay authorize,
conduct, and manage the letting of boats, or other anusenent appar at us,
the operation of bath houses, the purchase and sale of foodstuffs or
ot her nerchandi se, the giving of vocal or instrunental concerts or
ot her entertainnments, ((the—establH-shrent—andraintenance—of—aviation
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Fandings—and——playgrounds:) ) and the provision, est abl i shnent

operation, maintenance, and i nprovenent of recreational facilities al
on property owned by itself or others.

(7) The board of netropolitan park conm Sssioners nmay provide
general ly for the managenent and conduct of such fornms of recreation or
business as it shall judge desirable or beneficial for the public, or
for the production of revenue for expenditure for parks and recreation
pur poses((;—and)) .

(8) The board of netropolitan park comm SSioners may pay out noneys
for: (a) The maintenance and inprovenent of any such parks((s
parkways—boulevards,)) and recreation facilities and avenues((;

aviaton-tandings—andplaygreunds)) as nowexist, or the right to which
may hereafter be acquired, within or wiwthout the limts of ((satd—-etty

and—for)) the nmetropolitan park district; (b) the purchase of |ands
within or without the Iimts of ((satd—-eity)) the netropolitan park
district, whenever it deens the purchase to be for the benefit of the
public and for the interest of the netropolitan park district, and for
t he mai nt enance and i nprovenent thereof; and ((fer)) (c) all expenses
incidental to its duties((—PROVBED—Fhat)). However, all parks((;

' Hat ' )) and
recreation facilities shall be subject to the police regul ati ons of the
city or county within whose limts they lie.

(9) The board of netropolitan park comm ssioners may, if and to the
extent provided by section 15 of this act, contract with any entity,
public or private, including the city whose voters created the
district, for all or any part of its staffing, operations, and
servi ces.

Sec. 9. RCW35.61.132 and 1989 ¢ 319 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) An ex officio board of netropolitan park district conmm ssioners
i s authorized, by unani nous board decision and with the approval of the
| egislative authority of the city withinwhich it is |ocated, to convey
any or all of its real or personal property to that city.

(2) Except as set forth in subsection (3) of this section, every
metropolitan park district may, by unani nous decision of its board of
park comm ssioners, sell, exchange, or otherw se di spose of any real or
personal property acquired for park or recreational purposes when such
property is declared surplus for park or other recreational purposes:
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PROVI DED, That where the property is acquired by donation or dedication
for park or recreational purposes, the consent of the donor or
dedi cator, his or her heirs, successors, or assigns is first obtained
if the consent of the donor is required in the instrunment conveying the
property to the netropolitan park district. 1In the event the donor or
dedi cator, his or her heirs, successors, or assigns cannot be |ocated
after a reasonabl e search, the netropolitan park district may petition
the superior court in the county where the property is |located for
approval of the sale. |If sold, all sales shall be by public bids and
sale made only to the highest and best bidder.

(3) In addition to the conditions contained in subsection (2) of

this section, a netropolitan park district with an ex officio board of

par k conm ssi oners shall not declare surplus its real property acquired

for park or recreational purposes without first having offered to

donate that property to the city within which it is | ocated.

Sec. 10. RCW35.61.150 and 1998 ¢ 121 s 1 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section,

nmetropolitan park conm ssioners shall perform their duties and may
provi de, by resolution passed by the comm ssioners, for the paynent of
conpensation to each of its comm ssioners at a rate of up to seventy
doll ars for each day or portion of a day devoted to the business of the
district. However, the conpensation for each conmm ssioner nust not
exceed six thousand seven hundred twenty dollars per year. Any
conmi ssioner may waive all or any portion of his or her conpensation
payabl e under this subsection as to any nonth or nonths during his or
her term of office, by a witten waiver filed with the clerk of the
board. The waiver, to be effective, nust be filed any tine after the
conmi ssioner’s election and prior to the date on which the conpensation
woul d ot herwi se be paid. The waiver shall specify the nonth or period
of nonths for which it is made.

(2) Metropolitan park comm ssioners who serve in an ex officio

capacity shall perform their duties as park conmni ssioners wthout

addi ti onal compensati on.

Sec. 11. RCW35.61.180 and 1987 ¢ 203 s 1 are each amended to read
as foll ows:

p. 9 SHB 1189
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ef—aretropotanparkdistriet—)) The treasurer of a netropolitan park

district shall be as follows:

(1) The treasurer of a nmetropolitan park district shall be the city
treasurer of the nost densely populated city included in the district’s
boundari es. The city treasurer, when acting as the treasurer of a
netropolitan park district, shall receive no conpensation other than
his or her regular salary for acting as the treasurer of a netropolitan
park district.

(2) The treasurer of a netropolitan park district with an ex
of ficio board of park conm ssioners established under RCW35. 61. 120(2)
shall be the city treasurer. The city treasurer shall possess and may
exercise all powers relating to the netropolitan park district that are
possessed by the county treasurer, other than the authority to coll ect
property taxes. The city treasurer, when acting as the treasurer of a
netropolitan park district, shall receive no conpensation other than
his or her regular salary for acting as the treasurer of the
netropolitan park district.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (1) and (2) of
this section, a netropolitan park district may desi gnate soneone ot her

than the ((eeunty)) city treasurer who has experience in financial or
fiscal affairs to act as the district treasurer if the board has
received the approval of the ((eeunty)) city treasurer to designate
this person. If the board of netropolitan park conm ssioners
desi gnat es soneone other than the ((eeunty)) city treasurer to act as
the district treasurer, the board shall purchase a bond froma surety
conpany operating in the state that is sufficient to protect the
district fromloss. A district treasurer so designated shall possess
all powers relating to the netropolitan park district that are

possessed by the city treasurer, other than the authority to coll ect

property taxes.

(4) Not wi t hst andi ng RCW 35.61. 210, gener al t axes  of t he
metropolitan park district shall be distributed to the treasurer of the

netropolitan park district by the county treasurer as is done for

cities.
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Sec. 12. RCW 35. 61. 200 and 1983 c 167 s 56 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any coupons for the paynent of interest on netropolitan park
district bonds shall be considered for all purposes as warrants drawn
upon the nmetropolitan park district fund agai nst which the bonds were
i ssued, and when presented after maturity to the treasurer of the
( (eounty—having—ecustody—ofthefund)) netropolitan park district. |If
there are no funds in the treasury to pay the coupons, the ((eeunty))
netropolitan park district treasurer shall endorse ((satd)) the coupons
as presented for paynent, in the sane manner as county warrants are
endorsed, and thereafter the coupon shall bear interest at the sane

rate as the bond to which it was attached. |If there are no funds in
the treasury to nake paynent on a bond not havi ng coupons, the interest
paynment shall continue bearing interest at the bond rate until it is

pai d, unl ess otherw se provided in the proceedi ngs aut hori zing the sale
of the bonds.

Sec. 13. RCW35.61.250 and 1985 ¢ 416 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The territory adjoining a netropolitan park district with a
separately elected board of park conm ssioners may be annexed to and
becone a part ((thereef—upen)) of the netropolitan park district under
a petition and ((an)) election ((held—pursuant—therete)) nethod of
annexat i on. The petition shall define the territory proposed to be
annexed and nust be signed by twenty-five regi stered voters, resident
within the territory proposed to be annexed, unless the territory is
within the imts of another city when it nust be signed by twenty
percent of the registered voters residing wthintheterritory proposed
to be annexed. The petition nust be addressed to the board of park
comm ssioners requesting that the question be submtted to the | egal
voters of the territory proposed to be annexed, whether they wll be
annexed and becone a part of the netropolitan park district. 1f the
board of park comm ssioners accepts the proposed annexation, a ball ot
proposition authorizing the annexation shall be submtted to voters
residing in the territory at a special election date specified under
RCW 29. 13. 020.

(2) A nmetropolitan park district with an ex officio board of park
conmm ssioners as provided under RCW 35.61.050(3) nmay not annex
territory under the provisions of RCW35.61.250 through 35.61.280 and
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shall mai ntain boundaries identical with those of the city in which it
is located, including any territory annexed by the city.

Sec. 14. RCW35.61.290 and 1985 ¢ 416 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) Except as set forth in (b) of this subsection, any city
Wi thin or conprising any netropolitan park district may turn over to
the park district any lands, facilities, equipnent, or interests in any
lands, facilities, or equipnment which it may own, or any street,
avenue, or public place within the city for ((playgreund:-)) parks ((er
parkway)) and recreation purposes, and thereafter its control and
managemnent shal | vest in the board of netropolitan park
conmm ssi oner s( (—PROWDBED—Fhat) ). However, the police regul ati ons of
((sueh)) the city, or the county should the prenises be outside the
city limts, shall apply to all such prem ses.

(b) A nmetropolitan park district created with an ex officio board
of park conm ssioners shall never becone the owner of a park that, at
the tine of creation of the district, was owned by the city in which
the netropolitan park district was created. Additionally, the
legislative authority of a city in which a netropolitan park district
with an ex officio board of park comm ssioners is created may contract
with that district for overall nanagenent and operation of any city
parks and recreation facilities or |ease any city parks and recreation
facilities to that district only after the city legislative authority
hol ds a public hearing on the proposed | ease or proposed nmanagenent and
operation by the netropolitan park district. At least ten days prior
to the hearing, there shall be published a public notice setting forth
the date, tine, and place of the hearing, at least once in a |ocal
newspaper of general circulation. Notice of the hearing shall also be
mai | ed or otherwi se delivered to all who would be entitled to notice of
a special neeting of the city legislative authority under RCW
42. 30. 080. The notice shall identify the parks and recreation
facilities involved. The ternms and conditions under which the city
proposes to lease to the netropolitan park district or contract with
the netropolitan park district for managenent and operation shall be
avai |l abl e upon request fromand after the date of publication of the
hearing notice and at the hearing, but after the public hearing the
city legislative authority may anend the proposed ternms and conditions
at _open public neetings.
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(2) At any tinme that any such netropolitan park district is unable,
through lack of sufficient funds, to provide for the continuous
oper ati on, mai nt enance,  and i npr ovenent of t he par ks and
((playgrounds)) recreation facilities and other properties or
facilities owned by it or under its control, and the | egislative body
of any city within or conprising such netropolitan park district shal
determ ne that an energency exists requiring the financial aid of such
city to be extended in order to provide for such continuous operation,
mai nt enance, and/or inprovenent of parks((;——playgreunds)) and
recreation facilities, other properties, and progranms of such park
district within its limts, ((sueh)) the city may grant or loan to
((sueh)) the nmetropolitan park district such of its avail able funds, or
such funds which it may lawfully procure and nake available, as it
shall find necessary to provide for such continuous operation and
mai nt enance and, pursuant thereto, any ((sueh)) city and the board of
park comm ssioners of ((sueh)) the netropolitan park district are
aut hori zed and enpowered to enter into an agreenent enbodying such
terms and conditions of any such grant or loan as nmay be nutually
agreed upon.

(3) The board of netropolitan park conmm ssioners may accept public
streets of the city and grounds for public purposes when donated for
par ks( (—ptaygreund,—boeulevard)) and recreation purposes and park
pur poses.

((2)) (4) Counties may turn over to ((the)) a netropolitan park
district any park and recreation lands and parks and recreation
facilities and equipnent or interests in any lands, facilities, or
equi pnent that they own, and the board of netropolitan park
comm ssioners may accept such |ands and equi pnment or interests in any
|l ands, facilities, or equipnent.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 15. A newsection is added to chapter 35.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A metropolitan park district governed under RCW 35.61. 050(3)
may contract with a nonprofit corporation or other public or private
organi zation, including the city whose voters created the district, to
manage or carry out any of its operations. No such contract for the
overal | managenent and operation of any park and recreation facility
shall have an initial termor any renewal termlonger than thirty years
but may be renewed by the ex officio board of park conm ssioners upon
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the expiration of an initial or any renewal term A netropolitan park
district governed under RCW 35.61.050(3) may, however, grant and may
aut hori ze the managi ng and operating entity to grant to any nonprofit
corporation or other public or private organization franchises or
concessions that further the public use and enjoynent of parks and
recreation facilities.

(2) Before approving each initial and any renewal contract with a
nonprofit corporation for the overall managenent and operation of any
parks and recreation facilities, the ex officio board of nmetropolitan
park conm ssioners shall hold a public hearing on the proposed
managenent and operation by such a nonprofit corporation. At |least ten
days prior to the hearing, there shall be published a public notice
setting forth the date, tinme, and place of the hearing, at |east once
in a local newspaper of general circulation. Notice of the hearing
shall also be mailed or otherwise delivered to all who would be
entitled to notice of a special neeting of the board under RCW
42. 30. 080. The notice shall identify the parks and recreation
facilities involved and the nonprofit corporation proposed for
managenent and operation under contract with the netropolitan park
district. The ternms and conditions under which the netropolitan park
district proposes to contract with the nonprofit corporation for
managenent and operation shall be avail abl e upon request fromand after
the date of publication of the hearing notice and at the hearing, but
after the public hearing the board of netropolitan park conm ssioners
may anmend the proposed terns and conditions at open public neetings.

(3) A netropolitan park district governed under RCW 35.61. 050(3)
shall contract with the city whose voters created the district to carry
out all of the netropolitan park district’s nmanagenent and operations
except for the managenent and operation of parks and recreation
facilities for which the netropolitan park district has a contract with
anot her public agency or a nonprofit corporation under subsection (1)
or (2) of this section. The contract with the city may provide for its
termnation if the netropolitan park district comm ssioners approve a
contract with another entity under subsection (1) or (2) of this
section.

(4) The nonprofit corporation or other public organization with
responsibility for overall managenent or operation of any parks and
recreation facilities may in carrying out that responsibility manage
and supervise enployees of the netropolitan park district governed
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under RCW 35.61.050(3) and may hire, fire, and otherw se discipline
t hose enpl oyees. A civil service established under RCW 35. 61. 140 may
i ncl ude such managenent and supervi si on by persons not enpl oyed by the
metropolitan park district.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 16. A new section is added to chapter 35.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Notwi thstanding any provisions to the contrary contained in a
city charter, and to the extent provided by the city under an
appropriate legislative enactnent, some or all enployees of a
metropolitan park district with an ex officio board of park
commi ssioners may be included in the retirenent plan of a city that
shares territory with the netropolitan park district if they were
previously enployed by the city and were nenbers of its retirenment
plan. The city and netropolitan park district are each authorized to
pay the parts of the expense of operating and naintaining the
retirement systemand to contribute to the retirenent fund on behal f of
enpl oyees those suns as may be agreed upon between the |egislative
authorities of the city and the netropolitan park district, but a
proportionate share of systemexpenses nust be borne by or on behal f of
the netropolitan park district enployees.

(2) In a netropolitan park district with an ex officio board of
park comm ssioners, neither the chief executive officer nor officers
chiefly responsible for operating a facility or program as designated
by the board of netropolitan park comm ssioners, shall be nenbers of
the civil service that may be established under RCW 35. 61. 140.

Sec. 17. RCW84.09.030 and 1996 ¢ 230 s 1613 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except as foll ows, the boundaries of counties, cities and all other
taxing districts, for purposes of property taxation and the |evy of
property taxes, shall be the established official boundaries of such
districts existing on the first day of March of the year in which the
property tax levy is made.

The official boundaries of a newy incorporated taxing district
shall be established at a different date in the year in which the
i ncorporation occurred as foll ows:

(1) Boundaries for a newy incorporated city shall be established
on the last day of March of the year in which the initial property tax
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| evy is made, and the boundaries of a road district, library district,
or fire protection district or districts, that include any portion of
the area that was incorporated wthin its boundaries shall be altered
as of this date to exclude this area, if the budget for the newy
incorporated city is filed pursuant to RCW 84.52.020 and the |evy
request of the newly incorporated city is nade pursuant to RCW
84.52. 070. Whenever a proposed city incorporation is on the March
special election ballot, the county auditor shall submt the |ega
description of the proposed city to the departnment of revenue on or
before the first day of March;

(2) Boundaries for a newy incorporated port district shall be
established on the first day of Cctober if the boundaries of the newy
incorporated port district are coterminous with the boundaries of
anot her taxing district, as they existed on the first day of March of
t hat year

(3) Boundaries of any other newy incorporated taxing district
shal | be established on the first day of June of the year in which the
property tax levy is made if the taxing district has boundaries
cotermnous wth the boundaries of another taxing district, as they
existed on the first day of March of that year;

(4) Boundaries for a newy incorporated water-sewer district shal
be established on the fifteenth of June of the year in which the
proposition under RCW 57.04.050 authorizing a water district excess
| evy is approved;

(5) Boundaries of a newly incorporated netropolitan park district,
except districts governed under RCW35. 61.050(3), shall be established
on the first day of June of the year in which the proposition under RCW
35.61.030 authorizing creation of the park district is approved. The
boundaries of a park and recreation district or park and recreation
service area fromwhich territory has been renoved under section 20 of
this act, as the result of the creation of a new netropolitan park
district, shall be established on the first day of June of the year in
whi ch t he ball ot proposition authorizingthe netropolitan park district
i S approved.

The boundaries of a taxing district shall be established on the
first day of June if territory has been added to, or renoved from the
taxing district after the first day of March of that year wth
boundaries coterm nous with the boundaries of another taxing district
as they existed on the first day of March of that year. However, the
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boundaries of a road district, library district, or fire protection
district or districts, that include any portion of the area that was
annexed to a city or towmm wthin its boundaries shall be altered as of
this date to exclude this area. In any case where any instrunment
setting forth the official boundaries of any newly established taxing
district, or setting forth any change in such boundaries, is required
by lawto be filed in the office of the county auditor or other county
official, said instrument shall be filed in triplicate. The officer
with whom such instrunment is filed shall transmt two copies to the
county assessor.

No property tax levy shall be made for any taxing district whose
boundaries are not established as of the dates provided in this
section.

Sec. 18. RCW 84.52.010 and 1995 2nd sp.s. ¢ 13 s 4 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

Except as is permtted under RCW 84.55.050, all taxes shall be
| evied or voted in specific anounts.

The rate percent of all taxes for state and county purposes, and
purposes of taxing districts coextensive with the county, shall be
determ ned, calculated and fixed by the county assessors of the
respective counties, within the limtations provided by | aw, upon the
assessed valuation of the property of the county, as shown by the
conpleted tax rolls of the county, and the rate percent of all taxes
| evied for purposes of taxing districts within any county shall be
determ ned, calculated and fixed by the county assessors of the
respective counties, within the limtations provided by | aw, upon the
assessed valuation of the property of the taxing districts
respectively.

When a county assessor finds that the aggregate rate of tax | evy on
any property, that is subject to the limtations set forth in RCW
84.52.043 or 84.52.050, exceeds the |limtations provided in either of
these sections, the assessor shall reconpute and establish a
consolidated levy in the foll ow ng manner:

(1) The full certified rates of tax levy for state, county, county
road district, and city or town purposes shall be extended on the tax
rolls in anpbunts not exceeding the limtations established by Iaw,
however any state |l evy shall take precedence over all other |evies and
shal |l not be reduced for any purpose other than that required by RCW
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84.55.010. If, as aresult of the levies inposed under RCW 84. 52. 069,
84.34.230, the portion of the levy by a nmetropolitan park district that
was protected under RCW84. 52. 120, and 84.52. 105, the conbi ned rate of
regul ar property tax levies that are subject to the one percent
[imtation exceeds one percent of the true and fair value of any
property, then these levies shall be reduced as foll ows: (a) The
portion of the levy by a netropolitan park district that is protected
under RCW84.52.120 shall be reduced until the conbined rate no | onger
exceeds one percent of the true and fair val ue of any property or shal

be elimnated; (b) if the conbined rate of regular property tax |levies
subject to the one percent limtation in a county containing a
netropolitan park district governed under RCW 35.61.050(3) still
exceeds one percent of the true and fair value of any property, then
the remaining levy for that metropolitan park district shall be reduced

until the conbined rate no |onger exceeds one percent or shall be
elimnated; (c) if the conbined rate of regqular property tax |evies
that are subject to the one percent limtation still exceeds one

percent of the true and fair value of any property, then the |evies
i nposed under RCW 84. 34.230, 84.52.105, and any portion of the |evy
i nposed under RCW 84.52.069 that is in excess of thirty cents per
t housand dollars of assessed value, shall be reduced on a pro rata
basis until the conbined rate no | onger exceeds one percent of the true
and fair value of any property or shall be elimnated; and (({e))) (d)
if the conbined rate of regul ar property tax |l evies that are subject to
the one percent Iimtation still exceeds one percent of the true and
fair value of any property, then the thirty cents per thousand dollars
of assessed value of tax levy inposed under RCW 84.52.069 shall be
reduced until the conbined rate no | onger exceeds one percent of the
true and fair value of any property or elimnated.

(2) The certified rates of tax | evy subject to these limtations by
all junior taxing districts inposing taxes on such property shall be
reduced or elimnated as follows to bring the consolidated |evy of
taxes on such property within the provisions of these limtations:

(a) First, the certified property tax levy rates of those junior
taxing districts authorized under RCW 36.68.525, 36.69.145, and
67.38.130 shall be reduced on a pro rata basis or elim nated,

(b) Second, if the consolidated tax levy rate still exceeds these
l[imtations, the certified property tax levy rates of flood contro
zone districts shall be reduced on a pro rata basis or elimnated;
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(c) Third, if the consolidated tax levy rate still exceeds these
l[imtations, the certified property tax |levy rates of all other junior
taxing districts, other than fire protection districts, library
districts, the first fifty cent per thousand dollars of assessed
val uation |l evies for metropolitan park districts created before January
1, 1999, and the first fifty cent per thousand dollars of assessed
val uation levies for public hospital districts, shall be reduced on a
pro rata basis or elimnated,

(d) Fourth, if the consolidated tax levy rate still exceeds these
limtations, the certified property tax levy rates authorized to fire
protection districts under RCW52. 16. 140 and 52. 16. 160 shal | be reduced
on a pro rata basis or elimnated; and

(e) Fifth, if the consolidated tax levy rate still exceeds these
limtations, the certified property tax levy rates authorized for fire
protection districts under RCW 52.16. 130, [ibrary districts,

nmetropolitan park districts created before January 1, 1999, under their
first fifty cent per thousand dollars of assessed valuation |evy, and
public hospital districts under their first fifty cent per thousand
doll ars of assessed valuation |evy, shall be reduced on a pro rata
basi s or elimnated.

In determning whether the aggregate rate of tax levy on any
property, that is subject to the Ilimtations set forth in RCW
84.52.050, exceeds the limtations provided in that section, the
assessor shall use the hypothetical state |evy, as apportioned to the
county under RCW 84.48.080, that was conputed under RCW 84.48. 080
W thout regard to the reducti on under RCW 84.55. 012.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 19. A newsection is added to chapter 35.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of this chapter, but wthout
elimnating or overriding the requirenents for unani nous board action
and consent contained in RCW35.61.132 for the disposition of property,
the voters of a netropolitan park district governed under RCW
35.61.050(3) shall have the power, within the scope of the functions of
such a netropolitan park district, toinitiate and refer to thensel ves
| egislation to the sane extent and on the sanme matters as do the voters
of the city with which the netropolitan park district shares its
boundari es. These powers of initiative and referendum shall be
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exercised in the sane manner and with the sane effect as permtted for
the voters of that city.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 20. A new section is added to chapter 35.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Except for any netropolitan park district governed under RCW
35.61.050(3), any area included within a park and recreation district
or a park and recreation service area that is also included within a
newly created nmetropolitan park district or is annexed by a
metropolitan park district shall be renoved from the park and
recreation district or the park and recreation service area i medi ately
upon the effective date of the creation of the new netropolitan park
district or the annexation by the netropolitan park district.

~-- END ---
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