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HOUSE BI LL 1117

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Pennington, Melke and Lanbert

Read first tinme 01/14/1999. Referred to Conmttee on State Gover nnent.

AN ACT Relating to elections; anending RCW 29.15. 025, 29.01. 140,
and 29.85.100; and adding a new section to chapter 29.85 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.15.025 and 1993 ¢ 317 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Aperson filing a declaration and affidavit of candi dacy for an
office ((shak+)) nust, at the tinme of filing, possess the
qualifications specified by |aw for persons who may be elected to the
of fice and, except as provided in RCW3. 46. 067 and 3. 50. 057, must have
been properly registered to vote in the geographic area represented by
the office for at least one year before the date of filing the
declaration and affidavit of candi dacy.

(2) The nanme of a candidate for an office shall not appear on a
ball ot for that office unless, except as provided in RCW 3. 46. 067 and
3.50.057, the candidate ((+s)) has been, at the tine the candidate’s
decl aration and affidavit of candidacy is filed, properly registered to
vote in the geographic area represented by the office for at |east one
year before the date of filing the declaration and affidavit of

candi dacy. ((Fer—thepurpeses—eofthtsseet+on—eachgeographicarea+n
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I . I . I st ivision))  The

officer with whom declarations and affidavits of candidacy nust be
filed under this title shall review each such declaration filed
regardi ng conpliance with this subsection.

(3) For purposes of this section, the term"geographic area" neans
the county, city, town, or district represented by the office or, where
wards or simlar divisions within a larger geographic area are used for
nomnation or election purposes, the ward or simlar division
represented by the office. The tinme an eighteen year old resided in
the geographic area imediately before registering to vote nust be
included in conputing the one-year period under subsections (1) and (2)
of this section.

(4) This section does not apply to the office of a nenber of the
Uni ted States Congress.

Sec. 2. RCW29.01.140 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 178 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

"Residence" for the purpose of registering and voting neans a
person’s pernmanent address where he or she physically resides and
mai ntai ns his or her abode((—PROM-BED—Fhat)) and dom cile. However,
no person gains residence by reason of his or her presence or |oses his
or her residence by reason of his or her absence:

(1) Wiile enployed in the civil or mlitary service of the state or
of the United States;

(2) While engaged in the navigation of the waters of this state or
the United States or the high seas;

(3) Wiile a student at any institution of |earning;

(4) Wiile confined in any public prison.

Absence from the state on business ((shatk)) does not affect the
guestion of residence of any person unless the right to vote has been
cl ai med or exercised el sewhere.
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Sec. 3. RCW?29.85.100 and 1991 ¢ 81 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

Every person who:

(1) Knowngly and falsely issues a certificate of nom nation or
el ection; or

(2) Knowi ngly provides false information on a certificate which
must be filed with an elections officer under chapter 29.24 RCW or

(3) Knowi ngly provides false information on his or her declaration
and affidavit of candidacy or petition of nomnation for an office; or

(4) Conceals or fraudulently defaces or destroys a certificate
whi ch has been filed with an el ections officer under chapter 29.24 RCW
or a declaration of candidacy or petition of nom nation which has been
filed with an elections officer, or any part of such a certificate,
decl aration, or petition, is guilty of a class C felony punishable
under RCW 9A. 20. 021.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 29.85 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Regul ar | aw enforcenent officers of the jurisdiction where a crine
established under this title allegedly has occurred, including the
sheriff, deputy sheriffs, police chief, police officers, town marshal,
and deputy town nmarshals, are responsible for investigating these
al l eged cri nes.

~-- END ---
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