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HOUSE BI LL 1057

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Ronero

Read first tinme 01/13/1999. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resour ces.

AN ACT Relating to animal trapping; anmending RCW 77.12.040,
77.32.191, and 77.32.197; and adding a new section to chapter 77.12
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 77.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Trappers licensed under RCW 77.32.010 shall not use |eghold
traps. The director shall adopt rules to inplement this section.

(2) For purposes of this section, "leghold trap” neans a spring-
powered trap, featuring two netal jaws that clap shut on an aninal’s
| eg when the animal steps on a weight-sensitive trigger. These traps
are known as: Steel leghold traps; steel-jawed traps; |eghold traps;
foothold traps; long-spring traps; coilspring traps; underspring or
junp traps; and guarded or stop-loss traps.

Sec. 2. RCW77.12.040 and 1987 ¢ 506 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except as provided in section 1 of this act, the conm ssion shal
adopt, anmend, or repeal, and enforce reasonable rules prohibiting or

p. 1 HB 1057



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

governing the tinme, place, and manner of taking or possessing gane
animals, ganme birds, or gane fish. The comm ssion may specify the
quantities, species, sex, and size of gane ani mals, gane birds, or gane
fish that may be taken or possessed. The conm ssion shall regul ate the
t aki ng, sale, possession, and distribution of wildlife and del eteri ous
exotic wildlife. The director may adopt energency rules under RCW
77.12. 150.

The comm ssion nay establish by rul e game reserves and cl osed ar eas
where hunting for wild animals or wild birds may be prohibited and
cl osed waters where fishing for gane fish may be prohibited.

Sec. 3. RCW77.32.191 and 1991 sp.s. ¢ 7 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A state trapping license allows the holder to trap fur-bearing
ani mal s t hroughout the state; however, a trapper may not place traps on
private property without witten perm ssion of the owner, |essee, or
tenant ((where the land is inproved and apparently used, or where

posting—i+n-a—~conspieuous—ranner)). A state trapping license is void on
April 1st followi ng the date of issuance. The fee for this license is
thirty-six dollars for residents sixteen years of age or older, fifteen
dollars for residents under sixteen years of age, and one hundred
ei ghty dollars for nonresidents.

Sec. 4. RCW77.32.197 and 1987 c¢c 506 s 82 are each anended to read
as follows:

Persons purchasing a state trapping license for the first tinme
shal | present certification of conpletion of a course of instruction in
safe, humane, and proper trapping techniques or pass an examnation to
establish that the applicant has the requisite know edge.

The director shall establish a program for training persons in
trappi ng techni ques and responsi bilities, ((rnreluding)) enphasizingthe
use of trapping devices designed to painlessly capture or instantly
kill. The director shall cooperate with national and state aninmal,
humane, hunter education, and trappi ng organi zations i n the devel opnent
of a curriculum Upon successful conpletion of the course, trainees
shall receive a trapper’s training certificate signed by an authorized
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1 instructor. This certificate is evidence of conpliance with this
2 section.

~-- END ---
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