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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Altering shelter care laws.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Stevens,
Hargrove, Long, Zarelli, Patterson and Franklin).

Senate Committee on Human Services & Corrections
Senate Committee on Ways & Means
House Committee on Children & Family Services

Background: Concern exists that present law does not adequately protect the bond between
a parent and a child. It has been suggested that the Legislature should protect this bond by
creating a duty to place children taken into protective custody with a relative whenever
possible. Presently, a child taken into protective custody is placed in either a shelter care
facility or with a relative. Current law does not require that priority placement of the child
should be with a relative.

Summary: The Legislature has determined that an intervention into the life of a child is
also an intervention into the life of a parent, guardian, or legal custodian. The Legislature
finds that the bond between parent and child is a critical element of child development. If
a child cannot be with a parent, the child should if possible be placed with a relative with
whom the child has a relationship.

The procedure for placing children in shelter care has been clarified. Within available
resources, when a child is taken into protective custody the supervising agency must try to
place the child with a relative. The relative must be willing and available to care for the
child and be able to meet any special needs of the child. If it is not possible for the
supervising agency to place the child with a relative immediately, the supervising agency
must try to do so on the next business day.

The supervising agency must document the efforts made by it to locate and place the child
with the relative. If the supervising agency is unable to place the child with a relative, the
agency must place the child in a shelter care facility. This does not establish an entitlement
or the right to a particular placement.

Parents are provided with written notice that if a court commissioner presides over the
shelter care hearing, the parent has the right to have the decision reviewed by a superior
court judge within ten days upon a filing of a motion for revision.

At the shelter care hearing, the court hears evidence regarding the efforts made to place a
child with a relative. If the court does not release the child to his or her parent and the child
was initially placed with a relative, the court must order continued placement with a relative,
unless there is reasonable cause to believe the safety or welfare of the child would be
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jeopardized. If the child was not initially placed with a relative and the child is not released
to his or her parent, guardian, or legal custodian, the supervising agency must make reason-
able efforts to locate a relative. If a relative is not available, the court must order continued
shelter care or placement with another suitable person.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 43 0
House 92 0

Effective: July 25, 1999
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