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Brief Description: Addressing the designation of a biodiversity
reserve.

Committee: Natural Resources

Background: In 1970, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
established the Man and the Biosphere – program.
The program allows for the creation of biosphere
reserves. – According to the U.S. Department of
State, the main functions of biosphere reserves
are conservation of important biological
resources; development of environmentally sound
economic growth; support of environmental
research, monitoring, education, and training; and
as a framework to accomplish these three things.
More than 300 biosphere reserves have been
established in more than 80 countries.

In the United States, the U.S. National Committee for
the Man and the Biosphere Program administers the
United States version of this program. The committee
is comprised of representatives from several federal
agencies, from universities in the United States, and
from private sector organizations. There are 47
designated biosphere reserves in the United States.

In order to become an internationally-recognized
biosphere reserve, a federal, state, or local agency,
an organization or an individual person must complete a
nomination form and submit the nomination to the U.S.
National Committee. The committee then evaluates the
nominated area for inclusion as a biosphere reserve.
If the committee approves the idea, the committee
forwards the nomination to UNESCO. If that office
approves the nomination, it issues the official
international biosphere reserve designation.
Legislative approval at the state or congressional
level is not required in order for a United States site
to be designated a biosphere reserve.



In 1976, Olympic National Park was designated a
biosphere reserve. The office of the superintendent of
parks initiated the nomination process.

Summary: The memorial notes that the land in Washington included
in a biosphere reserve was not included at the request
of or with the consent of the Legislature and asserts
that a request from the National Park Service should
not be adequate to
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nominate land in the state as a biosphere reserve. The Legislature states that it
is unalterably opposed to the inclusion of any lands in the state in a
biodiversity treaty or any biodiversity program without the express consent of
the Legislature. The Legislature also urges Congress, and especially the
Washington delegation, to oppose the inclusion of any land in the state in any
United Nations biosphere program without the express consent of the
Legislature in the form of enacted legislation.


