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A licensed dispensing optician may apply to the Secretary of Health for an endorsement as a refracting
optician for the purpose of modifying prescriptions as defined and meet qualifications. Qualifications include
80 hours of accredited course work; at least 200 supervised refractive examinations; continuing education as
determined by the Secretary; and successful completion of an examination.

Refracting is defined as a means of measuring the powers or range of a person’s vision to determine the
degree of correction.

Prescription modification is defined as the ability to alter a prescription with a cumulative plus or minus 2.00
diopter of change, with 1.00 diopter at a time during a 6-month period.

The original prescriber must be notified within 14 days of any modifications.

Refracting opticians must refer patients to an optometrist or ophthalmologist if they are unable to select
specified lenses or observes specified changes in power of either eye.

The Dispensing Optician Examining Committee is increased from three to five members, of which four are
licensed opticians, including one public member.



