
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1863
Providing forcompensation topart-time health commissions.

Health CareCommittee February 18, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Skinner and Cody.

BACKGROUND: State government is served by a number of committees,boards and
commissions whose members asappointed fromthepublic atlarge. Theseentities arecharged
withvarying responsibilities, ranging from providing expertise and advising stateofficials to
administering specified programsand developing policy. The compensation forthesepart-time
public members isspecified by lawaccording tothedegreeofresponsibilities exercised by these
entities.

There are a number of advisory committees, boardsand commissionscomposed of heath
professionals with responsibilities forcredentialing applicants forlicensing, certification, and
registration, and which may have disciplinary functions. Therearecurrently fourfull-authority
commissions governing thepractices ofmedicine, dentistry, nursing andchiropractic respectively.

The law fixes therates ofcompensation forappointees offour groupsofcommittees, according
totheir level ofresponsibilities. Class1 boardsareadvisory innature, whose members receive
no compensation.Class2 boardsareagricultural commodity commissions, whose members
receive up to$35 perday. Class3 boardshavefull-authority regulatory orlicensing functions,
whose members receive up to $50 per day. Class4 boardshave duties deemed by the
Legislature tobe ofoverriding sensitivity and importance, whose members receive up to$100
perday. Administrative costsofthecommissionand boardareborneby license fees.

SUMMARY: A new groupiscreated forcompensating members ofthehealth carecommissions
havingquasi-judicial functions with responsibilities forpolicy direction inhealth professional
credentialing programs, and performing regulatory and licensing functions. Members of these
commissions may receive compensation ofup to$250 perday foreachday spentinperforming
authorized duties.
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