
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1702
Creating themedicaid trial prescription program.

Health CareCommittee February 26, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Parlette and Conway.

BACKGROUND: The state Medical Assistance programis a collaborative programwiththefederal
Medicaid Programforproviding health careservices toeligible low-income persons. Prescription
drugsareincluded intheservices provided by theprogram.

SUMMARY: The Departmentof Social& HealthServices is required to establish a trial
presciption programforreducing drugcosts.

Under thetrial program,thedepartment directs pharmacists to dispense a limited number of
dosesofan initial prescription ofthedrug.Exceptions would be made forundue hardship on a
patient inreturning thebalance oftheprescription.

Prescribing practitioners and pharmacists aretobe informed oftheprogramparameters inorder
tocollaborate inits implementation.

The drugstobe included intheprogramaredetermined by thedepartment inconsultation with
its Drug Utilization ReviewCommittee.
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