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Protecting vulnerable adults.
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SPONSORS: Representatives Conway and Parlette.

BACKGROUND: Elder abuseiswidespread intheUnited States. It isa national problemwitha frequency
and rate approximate tothat ofchild abuse.Basedon two national studies on elder abuse,48 percent of
theincidents investigated aresubstantiated. However,onlyone infive incidents ofabuseorneglect are
everreported and substantiated by AdultProtective Services. Ingeneral, there appears tobe a higher rate
of femaleabusevictims. The National Elder Abuse Incident Studyfoundthatalmost90 percent ofthe
elder abuseandneglect incidents arewitha known perpetrator, who most often isa family member. Two-
thirds of theperpetrators areadult children or spouses. Ratesof reported abuse to thestate’s Adult
Protective Services Programhave increased approximately 60 percent inthelast three years.

Undercurrent law vulnerable adults include:


