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BACKGROUND:

TheOpenPublicRecordsAct(RCW42.17),commonlyknownasthe publicdisclosurelaw,makesallpublic
documentssubjecttoreleasebyrequest.Numerousexemptionstothe publicdisclosurerequirementare
codifiedin statute.Stateandlocalgovernmentsarerequiredtomakerecordsnotspecificallyincludedwithin
a statutoryexemptionavailablefor publicinspectionandcopying.

However,theUniformHealthCareInformationActstatesthata healthcareprovidermaynotdisclosehealth
careinformationabouta patienttoanyother personwithoutthepatient’swrittenauthorization.Healthcare
providersmustalsochartalldisclosuresofhealthcareinformation.Therearespecificexemptionstothis
requirementwhichallowthereleaseofhealthcareinformationwithoutwrittenauthorization.

SUMMARY:

Anexceptionis madetothe UniformHealthCareInformationAct,whichrequiresthatvitalstatisticsmust
bemadeavailablefor inspection,copying,andusebya healthresearchorganizationin connectionwitha
medicalorhealthresearchprojectif a determinationis madebyaninstitutionalreviewboard.

Thedeterminationbythe institutionalreviewboardmustmeetthefollowingrequirements:theprojectis of
sufficientimportancetooutweightheinvasionofprivacy;is impracticablewithoutfull disclosureofthe vital
statisticsofindividualidentity;theinformationis safeguardedfromredisclosure,anda personsvitalstatistics
areprotectedagainstidentificationin thereportofthe researchproject;andthe projectcontainsprocedures
todestroyidentifiablerecordsatthe earliestopportunity.

Vitalstatisticsarerecordsheldbygovernmentsthatincludethename,address,gender,voterregistration
number,andpertinentdatesofbirth, death,marriage,divorce,andannulment.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.



EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


