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Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 1541

Relatingtoelection costs.
BriefTitle Hearing Date:2/9/99

Reps.D.Schmidt,Romero Staff: ScottMacColl
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7106

BACKGROUND:

Primaryandgeneralelectionsin whichstateofficersandmeasuresareontheballotrequirethestatetopay
a proratedshareofthe costofelectionin odd-numberedyears.Eachcountyauditordeterminesthestate’s
shareofthe electioncostandfiles for reimbursementwiththeSecretaryofState. Thecountyassumesthe
state’scostduringevennumberedyears.

SUMMARY:

Thestatemustpaya proratedshareofthe costofanyprimary orgeneralelectionin even-numberedyears
whenstateofficersormeasuresareontheballot.Thereis a six-yearphasein plan,withthestatepaying
25percentin 2000,andincreasing25percenteveryevenyearupto100percent in 2006.Thestate must
pay100percentofthe costthereafterstartingin 2006.

FISCALNOTE:Requestedon2/4/99

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


