
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1496
Distributing health carecoverageenrollment information.

Health CareCommittee February 15, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Murrayand Alexander.

BACKGROUND: Since 1993,Washington hasprovided comprehensive health insurance coverage
throughMedicaid and BasicHealthPlustochildren withfamily incomesup to200 percent of
Federal Poverty Level. Despite theavailability ofthis coverage, it isestimated that over60,000
children inthis state areeligible butnotenrolled.

The proponents ofthemeasurebelieve thataccesstoappropriate health careisessential fora
child’s development.Also, thata coordinated approachisnecessary tomaximizeenrollment.

SUMMARY: By September1, 1999, theSecretary of Social and HealthServices, theState
Health CareAuthority Administrator, andtheSuperintendent ofPublic Instruction must implement
an outreachprogram to informchildren and their parents of the availability of the Medical
Assistance Programand theBasicHealth Plan.

Outreachinformation must:

Include eligibility standards; programbenefits; and theimportance and advantages ofa
child’s enrollment; and

Be available inall necessary languages.

The agencies must:

Prior toimplementation, reviewresearch on successful outreach programs;

Seek theprivate and public funding fortheoutreach program; and

SubmittotheLegislature an outline oftheprogram’s designby August1,1999, and a
brief status report oftheprogram’s implementation by August1,2000.
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