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BACKGROUND:

StatevotersapprovedAmendment78tothe stateconstitutionin 1986providingfor anindependent
commissiontoset salariesfor membersofthe Legislature,electedofficialsofthe executivebranchofstate
government,andjudgesofthe supremecourt,courtofappeals,superiorcourts,anddistrictcourts.After
theinitialenactmentoflegislationestablishingthisindependentsalarycommission,anyamendmentaltering
thecompositionofthat commissionmustbeapprovedbythe favorablevoteoftwo-thirdsofthe members
electedtoeachhouseofthe Legislature.

LegislationcreatingtheWashingtonCitizens’CommissiononSalariesfor ElectedOfficialsprovidesfor a 16-
membercommissioncomposedofone registeredvoterfromeachofthe ninecongressionaldistrictsin the
state,eachofwhomis selectedatrandom,andsevenmembersselectedjointlybythe speakerofthe House
ofRepresentativesandpresidentofthe Senatewiththerequirementthatallofthesepersonsselectedby
thespeakerandpresidenthavepersonnelmanagementexperience.Ofthe personsselectedbythe chiefclerk
andpresidentofthe Senate,onemembermustbeselectedfromeachofthe followingfivesectors:private
institutionsofhighereducation;business;professionalmanagement;legalprofession;andorganizedlabor. In
addition,onememberselectedbythe speakerandpresidentmustbea personrecommendedbythe chairof
theWashingtonPersonnelResourcesBoardandanotherpersonmustberecommendedbymajorityvoteofthe
presidentsofthe state’sfour-yearinstitutionsofhighereducation.Thenamesofall 16personswhoareso
selectedareforwardedtothe governorwhoappointsthesepersonstothe Commission.

All 16membersservefouryeartermsofoffice witheachtermendingatthe sametime.

SUMMARY:

Thetermsofmembersofthe StateSalaryCommissionarestaggeredsothat everytwoyearseightterms



expire.Thisstaggeringis accomplishedbyterminatingthetermsofmemberswhowereappointedin 1999,
effectiveJuly1,2002.Newcommissionmembersareappointedbythe Governorusingtheexisting
appointmentprocessandthe Governorbylot selectsfourofthe nineregisteredvoterswhoareselectedat
random,andfour ofthe appointeeswhowereselectedbythe chiefclerkandpresidentofthe senate,to
servefouryearterms.Theothereightappointeesservetwo-yearterms.Thereafterappointmentsarefor
four-yearterms.

Thenamesofpersonswhoareselectedusingthisprocessareforwardedtothe Governorbynolater than
thefirst dayofJuly everytwoyears.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


