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Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 1245

Exemptingcertainfinancialandproprietary
informationfrompublicdisclosure.
BriefTitle Hearing Date:1/27/99

Reps.MorrisandDunn Staff: SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

Theopenpublicrecordslawwasapprovedbystatevotersin 1972aspart ofInitiativeMeasureNo.276.
All publicrecordsofstate agenciesandlocalgovernmentsareopentopublicinspectionandcopying,unlessa
lawexpresslyexcludesthepublicrecordsfrompublicinspectionandcopying.Thisdisclosurerequirementis
liberallyconstruedandanyexceptionis narrowlyconstructed.

Amongotherexpressexclusions,thefollowingpublicrecordsarenotavailablefor inspectionandcopyingby
thepublic:(1)Personalinformationin filesthedisclosureofwhich wouldviolatetherighttoprivacy;(2)
certaintaxpayerinformation;(3)certainfinancialandcommercialinformationsuppliedbyindividualsapplying
for variousprograms;and(4) residentialaddressesandresidentialtelephonenumbersofpublicutility
customers.

Ina fewinstancesinformationin publicrecordsis providedwithmoreextensiveprotectionfrompublic
disclosurebybeingdeclaredtobeconfidentialorare prohibitedfrombeingdisclosed.Forexample,financial
orproprietaryinformationsuppliedbyentrepreneurstothe DepartmentofCommunity,Trade,andEconomic
Developmentmaynotbemadeavailabletothe public.

SUMMARY:

Theexistingrequirementthatfinancialorother proprietaryinformationthatis suppliedtothe Departmentof
Community,Trade,andEconomicDevelopmentshallnotbemadeavailabletothe publicis expanded.The
nameofa businessandthe potentiallocationfor it tosite, relocate,orexpandits business,thataresupplied
tothe DepartmentofCommunity,Trade,andEconomicDevelopment,maynotbemadeavailabletothe public
untila decisionhasbeenmadetoacquireornot acquirethesite.
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FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.
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