
HOUSEOFREPRESENTATIVES
Olympia,Washington

Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 1099

Providinghealthbenefitsfor guardmembers.
BriefTitle Hearing Date:2/3/99

Reps.Sullivan,Schmidt,& Gombosky Staff: ScottMacColl
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7106

BACKGROUND:

Washingtonnationalguard’sactiveandretiredmembersarenotcurrentlycoveredbythe state’shealth
insuranceplan. Membersandretiredguardmembersmayhavehealthinsurancethroughtheiremployer,but
theyarenotcoveredbyanystate systemthroughtheirguardservice.

SUMMARY:

AllowsWashingtonnationalguardandretiredguardmemberstopurchasehealthbenefitsfromthePublic
EmployeesBenefitsBoard(PEBB),excludingdentalinsurance,life insurance,liabilityinsurance,andaccidental
deathanddismembermentinsurance.

Activeandretiredmemberswouldbechargedthesamehealthcarebenefitratesasstateemployeesand
retirees,butwouldberequiredtopaytheir full costofcoverage.Thiscostis partlysubsidizedbythe
PEBB,andthereforeis ata reducedratethanmarketrateindividualcoverage.

Membersandretireeswouldalsobechargedadditionaladministrativecoststoactivatea newgroupwiththe
PEBB,andfor thePEBBtonegotiatea contractwithhealthcareprovidersfor them.

ExcludesretiredguardmembersfromtheexplicitMedicareSubsidyprovidedin statute.

ImplementationmusthappennolaterthanJanuary1,2000.

FISCALNOTE:Onfile.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


