HOUSE BILL REPORT
SSB 6454

As Passed House - Amended:
March 2, 2000

Title: An act relating to obsolete natural resources accounts.
Brief Description: Eliminating references to obsolete natural resources accounts.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Loveland, Brown and Jacobsen).

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Appropriations: 2/24/00, 2/26/00 [DP].
Floor Activity:
Passed House - Amended: 3/2/00, 98-0.

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

Eliminates dedicated natural resources accounts that are either inactive dr
have never been used.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 30 members: Representatives Huff,
Republican Co-Chair; H. Sommers, Democratic Co-Chair; Barlean, Republican Vice
Chair; Doumit, Democratic Vice Chair; D. Schmidt, Republican Vice Chair;
Alexander; Benson; Boldt; Clements; Cody; Crouse; Gombosky; Grant; Kagi; Keiser;
Kenney; Kessler; Lambert; Linville; Lisk; Mastin; McMorris; Mulliken; Parlette;
Regala; Rockefeller; Ruderman; Sullivan; Sump and Tokuda.

Staff: Jeff Olsen (786-7157).
Background:
Dedicated accounts are created to fund specified agency programs. There are a number

of natural resource accounts in statute that have either never been used or were created
to fund programs that have since expired. The inactive accounts include the following:
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(1) The aquaculture disease control account was created in 1985. User fees for the
aquaculture disease control program were never adopted and the account has never been
used.

(2) The Cedar River channel construction account was created in 1989. No funding was
provided for channel construction, and the account has not been used.

(3) The clean Washington account was created in 1991 to fund recycling market
development activities of the Clean Washington Center. The center was terminated on
June 30, 1997, and the account is no longer in use.

(4) The environmental and forest restoration account was created in 1993 to fund water
quality, habitat, and restoration projects. There was no fund source identified for the
account. There has been no activity in the account since 1995.

(5) The solid waste management account was created in 1989 to fund state and local solid
waste management activities. The account was funded with a solid waste disposal tax
that expired July 1, 1995. Final expenditures will be made from the account in the 1999-
01 biennium.

(6) The state and local park improvements revolving account--recreation was created in
1971 as part of a bond issue for recreation land management. All bond issues have been
sold and there has been no activity in the account since 1995.

(7) The state wildlife and recreation lands management account was created in 1992.
There was no fund source identified for the account, and the account has not been used.

(8) The underwater parks account was created in 1993 for the purposes of operating
underwater parks. Underwater parks activities have been funded from the state general
fund and the account has not been used.

(9) The vehicle tire recycling account was created in 1985 to provide funding for the

removal of unauthorized tire dump sites. The account was funded with a fee on used
tires from 1989-1994. Final expenditures from the account will be made in the 99-01

biennium.

(10) The wildlife conservation reward fund was created in 1987. No funding source was
identified and the account has not been used.

Summary of Bill:
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The aquaculture disease control account, Cedar River channel construction account, and
wildlife conservation reward account are eliminated and any remaining balances are
transferred to the state wildlife account.

The state wildlife and recreation lands management account, state and local
improvements revolving account, and underwater park account are eliminated and any
remaining balances transferred to the parks renewal and stewardship account.

The clean Washington account, vehicle tire recycling account, and solid waste
management account are eliminated and any remaining balances transferred to the state
toxics control account.

The environmental and forest restoration account is eliminated.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect on July 1, 2001.
Testimony For: None.

Testimony Against: None.

Testified: None.
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